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white man's ideas on birth control and the
rapid breeding of the half-castes, 50 years
hence the coloured portion of the population
will have a considerable say in the affairs
of this country. As time goes on-particu-
larly in Western Australia-we will be faced
with a problem similar to that existing in
America. America knows that 50 or 100
years hence the negroes wvill control the
destiny of that country. Our white civilisa-
tion may eventually be absorbed or over-
whelnmed by the coloured races, and the
talers, of the earth in another 50 years may
wvell be the Asiatic races. Perhaps our great
grandchildrvn will see Australia controlled
by the descendants of the coloured people
that we are now discussing.

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 11.55 p.m.
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QUESTIONS.

TRAMWAY TRAFFIC.

As to Report by Town Planning
Commissioner.

Hon. E.NULSEN (onl notice) asked the
'Minister for Railways:

(1) Hals be received any report from the
Town IPlanning Commniss ioner regarding
tramway traffic.?

(2) If so, when will it bie made available,
to the House?

The M1INISTER replied:

(1) Yes.
(2) The report is a departmental one,

and not intended for publication.

HOUSING.

(a) As to lenants of Seaside Home.,.

.1r. FOX (on notice) asked die Premier:
(1) Is he aware that sonme tenaiits living

in seaside homes, and who have been in oc-
cupation of such lprelmises during the off
season, have received notices to quit, in
order that owners may let the said premises
at holiday rental rates9

(2) What action will he take to prevent
this' practicer

The PREMIER replied:

(1) Yes, in one case only.

(2) Tn the case in question the tenant
occupied the house knowing that he had a
limited period of teniancy, and the land-
lord's rights in this connection are gov-
ernied by the Commonwealth Landlord and
Tenant Regulations, and, in the absence of
State legislation, no action can be taken.

The tenant in question has been offered
alternative housing accommodation by the
State Housing Commission.

(b) As to Permits for Erection of Homes.

Mr., GRAHAM (on notice) asked the
Minister for Housing:

Will lie make available the full nrames,
addresses and occupations of all persons to
whom permits for the erection of houses
have been issued for-

(a) the three months ending the 31At
December, 1946;

(b) the three months ending the 31st
March, 1947?

The MINISTER replied.
The matters involved in the hion. memn-

her's question during the periods men-
tioned by him have, as a consequence of
charges made 'by him, been referred 'to ai
Royal Commission now sitting, and should
therefore be regar~led as sub judice. It is
felt, therefore, that any request for the
information desired by the lion, memi-
ber should come from the Royal Commis-
sioner.
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ARGENTINE ANT.

As to Threatened Plague in Metropolitan
Area.

Mir. NEEDHAA: (on notice) asked the
Mlinister for Agriculture:

(1) Is he aware that there is a threat-
ened plague of ants in the metropolitan
area 9

(2) If so, is the Department of Agricul-
ture taking any measures to combat or pre-
vent it?

(3) In any action that has been, or will
be taken to coJ)@ with. the ant plague, has
the Department sought, or will it seek, the
co-operation of the local governing bodies?

The MINISTER replied:,
(1) I am aware that the Argentine ant

is established in certain metropolitan areas.
(2) Yes.

(3) The Department has sought the 'co-
operation of all local authorities and where
the governing bodies have been agreeable,
the local health inspector has been ap-
pointed an Inspector under the Plant Dis-
eases Act for the purposes of enforcing
action against the Argentine ant.

GOLD.

AIs to Designer of Sudphide M1ill.

M1r. KELLY (on notice) asked the Minis-
ter representing the Minister for Mines:

(1) Who designed the suiphide mill which
it is proposed to erect at Kalgoorlie as at
trial plant?

(2) Did the Government obtain the
opinion or advice on the proposed sulphide
mill, of the research metallurgical labora-
tory at Kalgoorlie School of 'Mines?

(3) If the answer is "No,"' why was this
not done?

(4) Is the Government aware that the
research metalluriceal. kaboratosy i~s the
only Government authority on refractory
ores in this State, and that it has a -world-
wide reputation?7

(5) Will the Government call for a re-
port from the research metallurgical ]a-
Ioratory before proceeding 'further with
plans for the proposed sulphide mill to be
erected at Kalgoorlic'

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied:
(1) The plant has not been designed in

detail. The outline was designed by the
Superintendent of State Batteries after
consultation with metallurgists controlling
similar plants, e.g., South Kalgurli, Han-
nan's North and Ova Banda United.

(2) Inspector Adams, who made the
preliminary- survey of available sulphide
ores, discussed the matter very freely with
and sought the advice of the Research
Mectallurgist at the School of Mlines.

!3) Replied to by (2) and (5).
(4) Yes.
(5) The G~overnment has already called

for such report, but it has not yet been
submitte.

STATE ELECTRICITY COMMISSION.

As lo Termination of Employees' Seruicc, .

Mr. GRAHAM (on notice) asked the
'Miister for Works:

(1) Is he aiware that notices term~mat-
ing their employment have been served on
a number of employees of the State Elev-
tricity Commission?

(2) What number of men are being so
affectedq

(3), What are the reasons5 for this
acti=n?

(4) Is alternative employment being
found for these persons?

(5) If the services of these mien are not
retained, will their loss in any way inter-
fere with future activIties of the Corn.
mission?

The 1HNISTER replied:

(1) Yes.
(2) Twenty-three.
(3) Shortage of material.

(4) The Department of Labour and
National Service will arrange employment,
if required.

(5) No.

TRAFFIC OBSTRUCTION.

A8 to Char-ges Laid in Metropolitan
Districts.

Mr. GRAHAM (on notice) asked the
Minister for Police:

What number Of charges of traffic. oh-
struct:ion have been laid in each district
respectively of the metropolitan area dur-
ing the past 12 months?
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The MINISTER replied:

Perth Police Court, 722.

Midland Junction Police Court, 169. -

Fremantle Police Court, 85.

MEMBERS' ALLOWANCES.

As to Rep~ort of Tribunal.

Mr. HOAR (without notice) asked the

lDoes the Premier remember a conference
bietween the leaders of the three parties
prior to the general election, at which anl
understanding was reached that a tribunal
,houldl consider Parliamentary salaries and
other statutory fixed salaries, and that which-
ever party become the Government would
give effect to the recommpendations?

The PREMIER replied:

Yes, I remember the coinference, and the
question was referred to a tribunal. The
(Government is giving consideration to the
recommendations of the tribunal and to
bringing down the necessary legislation.

Mr. HOAR: Could the Premier inform
the House within a reasonable time when
the action he has mentioned is likely to
occur?-

The P3REMIIER: A good deal of legisla-
tin has to be introduced before the session
terminates, and the Bill will be brought
dlown according to the relative urgency of
the legislation that has to conic before the

CROP DAMAGE.

As to Granting of Relief.

lion. A. R. 6. HAWKE (without no-
tice) asked the Minister for Lands:

In viewr of the heavy damage occasioned
it) crops in Cunderdin and other districts
biecause of the excessive rain that fell this
week, will the Minister give consideration
to sending appropriate officers to the dis-
tricts concerned for the purpose of assess-
ing the damage done so that the Govern-
ment might consider the granting of reli~f
where such relief appears to be jdstified?,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS replied:

Yes, I will favourably consider sending
anl officer.

H.R.H. PRINCESS ELIZABETH'S
MARRIAGE.

As to Message of Felicitation.

'Mr. LESLIE (without notice) asked the
Premier:

Has the Premier given any thought to
the matter, and does he think it desirable
that this House should convey felicitations
and greetings to Her Royal Highness,
Princess Elizabeth, on the occasion she is

celebrating today, and shall we have an op-
portunity to do so'?

Thle PREMIER replied:

A cable has been sent to Her Royal
Highness; and I understand that, on behalf
of the Commnonwealth generally, a message
has keen forwarded by the Prime Minister.

BILL-LOAM, £4,147,000.

Mess age.

Mvessage from the Lieut.-Governor re-
ceived and read recommending appropnia-
tion for the purposes of the Bill.

First Reading.

Introduced by the Premier and read a

first time.

BILL-LICENSING (PROVISIONAL
CERTIrICATE).

Read a third time and transmitted to the
Council.

BILL-GAB UNDERTAKINGS.
Report of Committee adopted.

BILL-CHILD qELFARE.

Council's Amendments.

Schedule of three amendments made by

the 'Council nowv considered.

it Committee.

11r. Perkins in the Chair; The Minister
for Education iii charge of the Bill.

No. 1. Clause 62: Insert after the word
''court'' in line 17 the words ''acting in
c o-operation with the Arbitration Court.'

The -MINISTER FOR EDTVCATION: So
far as I can discover, the insertion of these
words is of very little value for two rea-
sons, firstly, because the provision is so
little used and, secondly, if the matter that
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is being handled is really one of appren-
ticeship, the Arbitrat ion Court is already
concerned in it. I do not propose to offer
anly objection to this amendment, I move-

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; thle Council's
aniendlrent agreed to.

-No. 2, -Clause 106 (1) : Delete the word
"fourteen'' in line 16 and substitute the
word ''twelve.''

The M1INISTER FOR EDUCATION:
Rather different c onlsiderat ions apply to
this and to the next amendment. They both
have the same effect in that it is proposed
by them to strike out the word ''fourteen,''
having reference to the minimum age at
which a child may be licensed f or the pur-
pose of street trading and revert to the age
of 12 years which has been the position for
so long. The Legislative Council debated
this matter at some length, bitt it would
appear that the conclusions arrived at have
not been founded on .very sound premises.
The main interest of the Child Welfare De-
partment, and of members here, so I would
sin' in view of the unanimity shown by
them, is to -ensure that equal opportunity
shall be available to nil lads between the
ages of 12 and 14 years for the betterment
of their education. There may have heen a
tihie-I believe there was-when, owing to
lack of sufficiently good educational facili-
ties, it was possible to make one's way in
the world without having to compete -with
people who were ai great deal better cla-
rated, particularly in what might be re-
garded as the fundamental subjects, than
one 'a self. But there have been changes
iii that state of affairs, to a great degree.

With the changes. in the tinies it was the
view of this Chamber that there should be
s~ome alteration in the age limits in respect
of street trading. J do not suggest for one
moment that, fromi any aspect other than
that of education, I can establish that
street trading has done these young people
ainy great harm. It is possible, from a finan-
vial point of view, to establish in a number
(if cases that it has done some good. But
in these days whea the public conscience
ha3S been moreV roused in regard to educa-
tion than at any time in thle past, it seems
to me that xve should take particular 'in-
terest in the question. The Education De-
partment knows that lads cannot engage in
t'reet trading, especially ini thle afternoon,

without losing a valuable portion of the
time which, under the Act and regulations,
should he devoted to education. That is%
evidenced by the number of applications re-
ceived by head teachers for the release from
school of boys for this purpose before thle
normal school closing time.

I understand that in some cases the time
missed from school is as, high as an hour
in the afternoon setsion, and in most eases
it would not be less than half an hour.
That occurs on five days a week and for 401
weeks in the year, and would mean an ag-
gregate of 100 hours schooling likely to he
lost ,by such a lad in the course of a year.
Education being of such vital importance
at the present day, it will be agreed that to
revert to 12 years of age in this provision
-would not he a progr6ssive step. Lads of
from 12 to 1l4 years of age are just going
from the primary to pos t-primary grades
and if time is missed from schooling they
will be handicapped to a considerable de-
gree. It is customary at that age for lads
to be provided with home work, and it is
difficalt for them to do that work satisfac-
torily, in addition to missing time from
school during the normal hours, if they
have to work at street trading until after
tea. I cannot agree that the, amendment
will mnake for any Improvement in the edat-
catioDal opportunities of these lads, as com-
pared with other children who are not re-
quired or allowed to engage in this type of
work.

I thought of trying to effect a -compro-
mise on this mlatter with another place, but
have reviewed the de 'bates that took place
there and discussed the matter with the
Minister who had charge of the Bill in that.
place. I am convinced that no additional
argumeent would result in a change in the
deliberations of that Chamber on this sub-
ject. Were the school -leaving age able to
be raised immediately to 15 years we might
be able to increase the minimum to 1:3
years, but I do not think wve could do more
than that. I propose to leave the effort to
effect this reform until another day, be-
lieving that in the meantime it will be pos-
sible to extend the school-leaving age, andl
fight the matter out on that score, or that
the ventilation already given to the matter,
supplemented by the information I have
presented this afternoon will, within a
short tinie, induce sufficient of those holding
views contrary to mine to change their
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minds. I do not agree with the amendment
or think it is desirable that the alteration
should be made in the Bill but, for the rea-
sons I have given, I mnove-

That the amendment be agreed to.

Mr. NEEDHAM: While the Minister was
speaking I was under the impression that
he was going- to move that the Committee
disagree with the Council's amendment, a
I am surprised that he concluded by moving
that it he agreed to. I hope the Committee
will not take that retrograde step. I feel
that when the Bill left this Chamber it was
a step in the righbt direction, and I was suir-
prised to see it come back containing such
a retrograde- amendment. Surely we are not
to revert to the conditions of 50 or 60
years ago when child labour was predomi-
nant. I followed the debate on this ques-
tion. in another place, and there it was said
that street trading sharpened the wits of
children and made them more keenly alive
to the struggle for existence. It was said
that the money they earned was neessary
for the upkeep of some families.

It is with regret that I agree that there
are many families in this State that require
the assistance of money earned by children,
but I contend that there are few families,
if any, that would seek assistance from the
few shillings earned in that way. I realise
that money pressure is keen on somne fami-
lies with four or five children, even where
the breadwinner is on the present basic
wage, in spite of the assistance of child
endowment, but I do not think this Chamber
will encourage the employment of children
of the delicate age of twelve years in order
to satisfy the desires of gentlemen in an-
other place. I know that many years ago
it was imperative and, in fact, quite the
fashion for children of tender years to
labour in the Lancashire cotton mills or in
the coalmines of Britain; but surely we have
travelled a long way since then,

We have now reached the stage where a
suggestion is made that a child should be
allowed to engage in street trading. The
Minister very effectively pointed out the
handicap to a child from an' educational
point of view if allowed to engage in street
trading at 12 years of age. The present-
day trend of society is to give a child every
opportunity to. obtain not only an ordinary
education but the heat education possible.
What hope has a child of obtaining a proper

Ij

grounding in even ordinary elementary edu,-
cation, let alone of being equipped with the
mare advanced education that he should re-
ceive?

The discussion in another place centr-ed
around the sharpening of the wits of a
child and the assistance to he rendered to
the family purse. In some cases there js,
the necessity for an extra few shillings to
he earned, hut I am confident that it i not
the desire of any parent with any affection
or desire for the welfare of his child, either
mentally, morally or physically, to encour-
age the lad to engage in street tradin', ivf
this description. I hope the Council's amend-
ment will be rejected.

Mr, FOX: I am surprised at the Minister
for Education's agreeing to the adopt ion of
the Council's amendment. The reason ad-
vanced in favour of it was that there were
not sufficient boys available to sell news-
papers. If it were not for the tripe that
is printed in the Press and the propaganda
indulged in in its columns there would he
no necessity for those children to go
on the streets at all. Consider the
lying- progagenda that has been is-
sued during the past few weeks and
the fact that children of working-class
people are out on the streets selling the
tripe, well-

Hon. A. II. Pardton: It is terrible.

Mr. FOX: At one time there may have
been the necessity to allow children to'bring
in a little more to help support the family,
but we have social serrves now to meet thyv
situation.

M,%r. Yates: That is totally inadequate for
their needs.

Mr. FOX: Even so, the harm done to a
child by keeping him away from school,
which denies him education that should be
of use to him in after life, must he appar-
ent. Even if he does niot have an oppor-
turnity to use it, the knowledge ho has
gained sharpens his wits and enables him to
educate himself when he goes out into the
world. Many of the ablest men in Australia
have had very little education but in later
years applied themselves to the task.

Hon, J. B. Sleenan: Did you ever sell
Papers?7

Mr. FOX: No.
Hon. A. H. Panton: You might have been

smartened up if you had done so!I
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Mr. FOX: Where I lived As a boy in a
country place there was no'occasion to sell
papers. I was not being doped up with the
stuff that people are filled with at the pres-
ent time,

Mr. Bovell: It is training with private
enterprise.

Mr. Trial: With cbeap labonr.
Mir FOX: it is not a very good training

at all. We had a speech the other
evening on trading by private enterprise by
the member for Brown Hlill-Ivanhoe -who
told us that he was expected to practise de-
ception of every kind and not to tell the
customers what he should. There is no
necessity for the amendment suggested by
the Council. Full employment i.1 available
for everyone, and there is no need for a
child of nine years to sell papers on the
street. Fancy a child doing that during the
winter months!

MrT. Yates: It makes them hardy.

Mr. FOX: It is no place for a child of
any age. I would like to hear the Honorary
Mfinister on this question. We heard her on
jprevions occasions insistinig that children of
tender years -should not engage in street
trading. flow will she stand up to this-
proposition? Will she support her minis-
terial colleague or be true to her own con-
victions?

H~on. J. T. TONKIN, It will be regretted
by a large number of people that an
amendment of the law is suggested in this
direction. One organisation. that will especi-
ally regret it is the Teachers' l'nion, be-
cause the members of. that organisation
know from experience how detrimental it is
to children for them to leave school before
the recognised hour in order to obtain their
papers and to commence selling them on the
sfteet. Teachers over the years have corn-
llained that such a practice is distinctly

against the best interests of the child. The
Honorary Mlinister attempted on a former
occasion to have the law altered and the
piesent Minister for Education has made
an attempt in the Bill under discussion. It
would seem that the Legislative Council has
not -yet advanced sufficiently to appreciate
the need for this reform. The principle
involved in the amendment is definitely 6if
saifficient importance to warrant a first-class
sicrap.

I agree with the Mfinister that, in view
of the attitude already taken by the Council

and the overwhelming vote in favour of the
amendment, it would be almost futile to go
to a conference, but it might he worth while
to send the amendment back for further
consideration. We are expecting to effect
reforms in various ways and reforms are
never obtained without a fight. They are
always conceded grudgingly by a certain
section. Legislation has been passed pro-
viding for the extension of the school-
leaving age to 15 years. Parents know that
it is impossible for children to do their
homework and to study for examinations
if they'arc engaged in street trading. It
is quite wrong to agree to a proposal that
would allow the law to remain as it has been
for so awany years, and I shall vote against
the Minister's proposal.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Every
member of this Chamber knows exactly
wherc2 I stand on this question, as I spoke
at great length on it when introducing a
Bill two yenrs zigo. It is a downright shame
that boys should be on the streets selling
news-)npers when they should he at home
studyingv or doing something that will ho
advantageous in after life. At~that time J
said I had visited all the schools in the
metropolitan area and had found not one
headmaster who approved of children en-
gaging iii street trading at the age of 12.
In fact T was told that children who were
brilliant at 12 and undertook street trading
were practically useless for education at 14.
I would regret to see the Bill thrown out, as
it may he, if we do not accept the Council's
amendment.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: You -would accept
the amnendment?

Thme HIONORARY M1INISTER: I would
regretfully accept it.

Ron. J. B. Sleenian: Why not send it
back to the tiuneil for further considera-
tion?-

The HONORARY MIINISTER: I amt
prepared to do everything in my power to
get the Council to alter its opinion, but I
cannot jeopardise L(be Bill by voting against
the amnendment.

Question put and negatived; the Couueil'b,
amendmnent not agreed to.

No. 3. Clause 107 (e) ; Delete the word
"fourteen" in line 1 on page 36 and sub-
stitute the word "twelve."
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The MINISTER FOR. EDUCATION: In
view of the decision just arrived at by the
Committee, I move-

That the amendment be not agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendnment not agreed to.

Resolutions reported and the report
adopted.

A committee consisting of Haln. J. T.
Tonkin, Mr. Yates and the Minister for
Education drew up reasons for disagreeing
to two of the Council's amendments.

Reasons adopted.

Point of Order.
Rion. F. J. S. Wise: I do not know

whether the Title of this Bill has been exam-
mned by you, Sir, in relation to the subject-
matter. I amn afraid that from Fart VII
onw~ards the Bill is not consistent with the
Title. I raise the question in the hope that
there is still time to amend- the Title. In
order that it may be in keeping with the
subject-matter, I think it is necessary to
delete the words "connected therewith."
Otherwise the Bill is intended to deal with
destitute children, since it provides for
aaending the law "relating to the making
of better provision for the protection, conl-
trol, maintenance and reformation of neg-
leated and destitute children and for other
purposes connected therewith." There are
many provisions of this Bill which do not
dealt with destitute children. My attention
was drawn to the matter by the member
for Kalgoorlie, and I do not know whether
it is still possible for attention to be given
to it. In adding the words "connected there-
with," the Title clearly relates the contents
to destitute and neglected children rather
than to child welfare as a whole. I do not
know whether the matter has been looked
at froin that aspect and whether the subject-
matter is in fact outside the scope of the
Title.

The Minister for Education: This matter
was mentioned to me only a few moments
ago, as we were about to deal with reasons.
I looked up the Title of the preceding Act
of 1907, and I find that the Title concludes
with the words "and for other purposes." I
quite frankly say that I have no objection
to the Title of this Bill being amended, if
that is possible. It does appear that as
there are two purposes in the Bill other

than the proposals dealing with neglected
and destitute chidren, just as in the parent
Act, if an amendment could be made to
the Title that would be desirable. Ode of
the two other purposes is connected with
street trading-which perhaps by some
stretch of the imagination could be elaimed
to be directed at destitute children, though
hardly in common Parlance could that be
taken to he so-and -the other Purpose is
in regard to children who are not neglected
or destitute but who, for other reasons, are
brought under the care of the State.

The major portion of the Bill deals with
those who are neglected, within the mean-
ing of the Act, and the expression "neg-
lected child" covers many children whom we
would not regard as being neglected in the
ordinary way. A neglected child is defined
in the Bill as one who habitually begs,. or
receives alms, or wanders about or fre-
quents any public place, or resides in any
reputed brothel, etc., or associates or dwells,
with any person who has been convicted of
vagrancy, etc., or is under the guardian-
ship or in the custody of any person whom
the court considers unfit to have such guard-
ianship or custody, or is not being main-
tained. properly or at all, or is livig under
such conditions as to indicate that the child
is lapsing or likely to lapse into a career
of vice or crime, or, not being duly licensed
for that purpose, is engaged in street trad-
ing, or is deemed so to be under Section
188 of the Act. We have a neglected child
coming under the clause we have been dis-
cussing. A destitute child is defined a-
meaning-

Any child 'w1o has no sufficient means of
subsistence apparent to the court, and whose
nlear relatives are, in the opinion of the court,
in indigent circumstances and unable to sup-
port such child, or are dead, or unknown, or
cannot be found, or out of the jurisdiction, or
in the custody of the law.

The measure covers a lot more children than
are ordinarily concerned in the definitions
of neglected or destitute children, and I
have no objection to the Tidle being
amended, if that is practicable.

Mr. Styants: Judging from the Title, I
consider that anything contained in the Bill
will refer only to neglected or destitute
children.

The Minister for Education: As defined
by the Act.
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Mr. Styants: Yes. It seems to me that
the Title of the 1907 Act may be stretched
to include all children, but I should say
that if tWe Title of this Bill'were subjected
to a legral test it would be found to refer
only to neglected or destitute children as
defined in the Bill. Referring particularly
to, the two amendments this Chamber has
recently dealt with, I believe that if a test
at law were made it would he found that
they would not apply to any child 'who
could not be classed as neglected or desti-
tute.

The Minister for Education: All un-
licensed street traders under this Bill are*
neglected children.

Mfr. Styants: If the Title were altered
ny striking out the words "connected
thrrewith,!' it -would 'be brought into
conformity with that of the 10907 Act, but
even then the wording could be more ex-
plicit if it is proposed to cover all the
children within the State under the wel-
fare conditions. There is so much valuable
material contained in this measure that it
would be a great pity if someone with legal
training realised it eontaincd a weakness.
and put the "matter to the test. If it wvere
found that children of 12 years of age who
were not neglected or destitute according
to the provisions of the Bill were engaging
in street trading, and somebody decided- to
make a test ease, I think that under the
existing Title he would have a reasonable
chance of success.

Mr. Speaker: This question cannot be
discussed 'any further for the reason that
we have not power to deal with it at this
stage. I agree -with what has been said:
that if possible those words should be
struck out so that the matter may he put
in order. Hut there is no power to do that
at this stage because the House has dealt
with the Council's message, and that is
all that is under discussion now.

Hon. J1. T. Tonkin: It is a pity I did
not have the same luck with the gas Bill!l

Debate Resumned.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
think we have adopted the Committee's
reasons. I move-

That the Legislative Council be aiquainted
accordingly.

Question put and passed.

LOAN ESTIMATES, 1947-48.

Message.

Message from the Lieu t.-Governor re-
ceived and read transmitting the Loan
Estimates for the year 1947-48 and re-
comimending appropriation.

.In Committee,

The House resolved into -Committee to
consider the Loan Estimates, Mr. Perkins.
in the Chair.

Vol e-Departmenta, £183,870:

THE PREMIER (Ron. fl. R, MeLaty-
Murray-Wellington) [5.40]: It is iny privi-
lege to submit the Estimates of expenditure
from the General Loan Fund for the fin an-
ciat year 1947-48. In doing so, I shall give
members an outline of the works carried
out from loan moneys during thex last finan-
cial year and shall explain some 4bf the
aimfluities experienced in attempting to
carry out a large programme of public,
worlcs. All the Australian Governments are
at present faced with the same problem,
namely an accumulation of urgent public
works and an acute shortage of labour caus-
ing, of course, a. shortage of material,

Difficulties with Loan.Works.

The Treasurers of this State seem to have
been in difficu]ties with loan.works. for many
years. Either there has been a difficulty in
seen ring the necessary money to provide all
the works which wvere deemed necessary, oq
as today, money is available but labour and
materials are short. In the pre-war days,
Governments were faced with the problem of
endeavouring to ifind works which had a
high labour absorbing capacity.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: You did not believe
so when we said that.

The PREMIER: I did, but we are, by
our efforts, overcoming somne of these diffi-
culties. The main worry of the Treasurer
was to make the money available to him
spread as far as possible in order to pro-
vide as much work as possihje. Today the
position is reversed and, though there ap-
pears to be no difficulty in finding money
for public works, the real problem
is to spend that money on work which
will not make an additional call on
the available labour force. This
shortag-e of labour has made itself manifest
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in the expenditure of loan moneys by A
the Australian Governments in the year
1946-47. The total of the approved pro-
grammes for that year was £67,750,000,
whereas the amount actually spent was
£41,759,000.

The approved loam programmes for 1946-
47 contemplated an increase of 20,000 in
the number of men to he employed on public
works, and at the Loan Council meeting in
August, 1946 it was considered that it would
he most difficult to secure this additional
labour force. Consequently, though the loan
programmes were approved in* principle,
the borrowing programme was limited to 73
per cent, of the approved programme.

From the figures of t4o expenditure on
loan -works, which I hare just quoted, it
will be seen that the expenditure was ap-
proximately 60 per cent, of the approved
prografme, showing~ that the doubts ex-
pressed at the 1946 Loan Council meeting
were fully confirmed. Though the borrow-
ing programme for 1946-47 was limited to
75 per cent. of the alpproved programme, it
was agregd at the 1946 Loan Council meet-
ing that the Treasury officers should meet
after the end of December, 1946, to review
the programme in the light of six months'
experience. As aresult of that review, which
was done in consultation 'with officers of the
Commonwealth Department of 'Employment,
the officers advised as follows,.-

1. That the expenditure to the end
of December suggested that the borrow-
ing programme agreed upon would be
ade-quate to meet the needs of the Com-
monwealth and the States.

2. That the existing shortage of
labour and material would render it
t'I'1') difficult to carry out works requir-
ing an additional 20,000 men.

3. That any wide increase in works
employment must be at the expense of
other industries and would increase the
pressure on costs and prices, also that
any substantial increase in works pro-
grammes would interfere with the hous-
ing prograjme.

In forwarding the report of the officers,
the Prime Minister advised State Treasurers
that in giving consideration to the loan pro-
grammes for 1947-48 it was most desirable
that these programmes should he confined to
urgent projects- "Urgent" projects were
deemed to be those which it was impossible

to defer until the competition for resources
had eased.

At the Loan -Council meeting held last
August, the Premiers were supplied
with a most interesting- review of em-
ployment in relation to works pro-
grammes prepared by the Common-
wealth Department of Employment. That
review showed that the predominant char-
acteristic, of the labour market at the end
of June, 1947, was still one of general
labour shortage. It was estimated that
there was an excess of some 100,000 jobs
over and above the available labour supply.
There was a consisteiey in the demand for
labour, and virtually no unemployment.
This demand for labour persisted, despite
an upward tread in employment levels re-
sulting from demobilisation which contri-
buted approximately 97,000 persons to civil
life. The estimate given by the department
of the number of civilian population. em-
ployed at the end of June, a947,
was 3,1200,000-which was approximately
200,000 higher than in June, 1946.

The Commonwealth Department of Em-
ployment was of the opinion that any
increase in the numbers of civilians em-
ployed during 1947-49 -would be dependent
upon migration and an increase in the
number of womien who could be induced to
enter civilian employment. Migration was
dependent upon shipping available, while it
was felt that any increase in female employ-
ment was most problematical as already the
female labour force approached the peak
wartime level 'of occupied females. it was
felt that increase in female employment
could only a-rise from women being engaged
on part-time employment.

One of the outstanding features affecting
th smooth return to a peace-time economy,
was the difficulty experience4~ by the basic
industries, such as coalmining, timber cut-
ting, transport, steel production and brick-
making, in obtaining their labour needs. The
Commonwealth Department of Employment
estimated that productivity on a "pe man
hour"1 basis was less than it was prewar.
Productivity was handicapped by' heavy
labour turnover and by unbalanced teams
of semi-skilled and unskilled workers.

The department emphasised the difficulties
it e-xperienced in supplying the labour need,;
of public anthoritics nndertaking public
works programmes, and in its opinion these
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difficulties would not be eased during 1947-
48. Such unskilled labourers as are regis-
tered for employment are mostly elderly
workers fit only for light work, while those
who are younger and able-bodied are mostly
married and are unwilling to accept em-
ployment necessitating- their leaving their
homes and being separated from their famni-
lies. This difficulty falls particularly
heavily on this State where so much of our
public work has to be carried out in country
districts.

The review called special attention to the
vital needs, created by the extension of
housing and the spread of population, for
a greater rate of progress in the prov .ision
of the services ancillary to housing, such as
water and sewerage, roads and lighting,
hospitals, schools, transport and communi-
cations. -It was quite clear from the review
that the Premiers would have to exercise
the greatest care in selecting the types of
public works which they carried out in
order to avoid the dislocation of the coun-
try's economy and it was with a knowledge
of this that the programmes for 1947-48
were considered.

Review of Loau Programmes.

As members know, the loan programmes
submitted to the Loan Council are first
subject to review by the Co-ordinator
General of Works, This system of co-
ordination of public works commenced dur-
ing the war, and, with the consent of the
Loan Council, has been continued. During
the war the purpose of the review by the
Co-ordinator was to satisfy the Loan Coun-
eil that the works included in a State')s
loant programmne were such as were neces-
sary for the successful prosecution of the
war, and to limit the amounts to be spent
Iby States, in order that the maximum
amiount of money could be made available
to the Commonwealth Government for de-
fence purposes.

Classification of Loan Progra iiiVI .

The Co-ordinator advised the State Treas-
uirer§ that, in preparing their draft loan
programnmes for this financial year, the y
shiould he classified in the following order:

'I. Works the subject of contracts or
commitments and required to implement
agreements between the Commonwealth
and States.

2. Other works not subject to contracts
or commitments, but required to implement
agreements between the Commonwealth and
the States.

- 3. Works subject to contracts or com-
mitments required to implement State
policy.

4. Other works not subject to contracts
or commitments required to implement State
Policy.

The programmes are also to he divided be-
tween works in progress and new works.

Programme Submitted to Loan Council.

*After the review by the Co-ordinator, the
programme submitted to the Loan Council
totalled £81,000,000, made up as follows:-

Millions.
f

Commnonwealth i .. . 17.2
New South Wales .- .25

Victoria . . .. 12.6
Queenslad .. -. . 9.8
South Australia . .. 7.5
Westera Australia . .. 5.5
Tasmiania . - - 3.4

After a considerable amount of discussion
it was finally agreed that, following the
practice adapted at the meeting in 1940,
the programme should be' approved in prin-
ciple, but that the borrowing should be
limited Jo 75 per ceat. of the approved pro.
gramnme, I think this is a safe proposal
because, unless there is a substantial im-
provement in the availability, of labour and
nmaterial, which is not apparent at pre-
sent, it seems certain that the whole of the
approved programmes cannot be carried
out. Yet it was admitted by the Co-ordina-
tor that all the 'works making up the total
of the approved programmes were essential,
and that the only limitation on their fulfil-
ment would be the lack of manpower and
material.

Consideration of Loan Estimates.

The consideration of the Loan Estimates
constitutes a very important and respon-
sible part of the work of Parliament. Par-
liament inust be satisfied that the money
will be spent wisely, in order that the
works provided will assist in the develop-
ment of the State. At the same time 'we
must have regard to the earning capacity
of the works provided from loan. The
ideal form of investment of loan moneys
would be in such und 'ertakings as assisted
in the production of further wealth, and
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whose earnings would be sufficient to cover
the operating costs of the undertakings and
in addition meet the whole of the debt
charges.

Cost of Public Debt.

With the provision of a Government
undertaking, this ideal is not possible of
universal achievement, since a Govern-
ment is expected in many eases to provide
a service in advance of settlement and in-
deed to encourage settlement and develop-
ment. An examination of the earnings and
cost of the public debt at present shows,
however, howv far we in this State have
fallen short of the ideal. 'As at the 30th
JTune, 1947, the public debt amounted t6
£99,000,000. The tots! of the debt charges
on this sum. amounted to £4.3 -millions.
These debt charges consist of interest, sink-
ing fund and exchange on that part of the
public debt which has been borrowed out-
side of Australia.

Comparison of Loan Losses.

The net earnings from the undertakings
financed from loan moneys amounted to
only £818,000, leaving a deficiency Of
93J500,000 which, of course, has to be fin-
anced from other revenues available to the
State. In other words, the losses on our
public debt for the financial year 1946-47
exceeded the whole of the amount received
from the Commonwealth Government under
the Income Tax (Reimbursement) Act. The
comparable figures of loan losses for the
two years prior to 1946-47 are:

Debt charges Earningsk Loss
1945-46 14,50,000 £1,50,000 £E3,000,000
1944-45 £E4,500,000 £2,200,000 £2,300,000

The increase in the amount of loan losses
over the last three years must give us con-
cern and points to the need for the greatest
cami being exercised in the investment of loan
moneys. It has to be recognised, of course,
that the position during the war has been
abnormal, but even before the war the burden
on the Consolidated Revenue Fund to meet
losses on loan undertakings was very sub-
stantial. For the year 1939-40 our loan losses
amounted to no less than £2.2 million, or
£E4 i16s. 3d. per head of our population,
which in that year was the highest per
capita loss of all the States.

Difficulties of Smaeller States.

It is significant that the three smaller
States, namely South Australia, Western

Australia and Tasmania, should show high
losses on loan undertakings, as compared with
the three larger States, and this is another
indication of the difficulties under which thu
three less populated States have to labour
in a Federation. It is understandable that
a State such as Western Australia should
become involved in heavy developmental
costs- We have a very large area to ad-
minister and our population is small and
scattered. One of our outstanding problems
is the proper conservation of water, This
can be done only by providing cateients in
the heavy rainfall districts and conveying
this water to the drier areas. Naturally,
this is an expensive proceeding, and one
which of necessity invokves the whole of the
community in an initial loss. It would be
impracticable to impose upon the users of
water the whole of the cost incurred in taking
that water to them. If life in the country
districts is to be made at all comparable with
the comifort of life ini the metropolitan area,
conditions must be improved and, to enable
this to be done, water is essential.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: Do you think we are
getting sufficient return on the money in-
vested in water supply, drainage and irriga-
tion in the South-Westl

The PREMIER: Yes. I think the hon.
member will agree that the tpanded pro-
duction as a result of those works is grat,
and is increasing, and, apart from the actual
increase of production, there is the gain in
railway freights and taxation.

Hion. F. J. S. Wise: Are we losing a lot
on the direct investmeat9

The PREMIER: That is only to be ex-
pected. I do not think the hon. member an-
ticipated a profit there.

Ron. F. J. S. Wise: I am wondering
whether you think the direct charges might
reasonably he increased.

The PREMIER: I think we may leave the
direct charges where they are for the timie
being in view of the fact, as the Leader of
the Opposition knows, charges in many
other diretions have risen against those who
are using water for irrigation purposes.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: But that does not help
You towards meeting your loan commitments.

The PREMIER: No, hut here again con-
siderably increased production and the direct
returns we are getting do help with regard
to our needs. Per the development of the
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country quick transport must also be pro-
vided, which involves good road;, quicker'
trains, the provision of feeder bus services
and the setting aside of landing grounds
for planes. Power and light must also
be taken to the outer districts, not
only for the comfort of the people living
there but to, encourage the growth of indus-
tries. The figures just released as a "result
of the census show the increase in concen-
tration of population in the metropolitan
area. I am sure members will agree that this
is not a healthy economic condition.

Developmental 'Work to be Undertaken.

A great amount of developmental work has
still to be done and the cost of this imposes
too great a burden on a small population.
'Fortunately our persistence in bringing under
the notice of the Commonwealth Govern-
went the peculiar difficulties of Western Auis-
tralia is bearing fruit, and that Government
now appreciates the need, in the interests
of Australia as a whole, for Commonwealth
financial assistance to be rendered to us. I
am very hopeful therefore that as we go to
tackle some of the larger projects involving
large sums of money, the Commonwealth
Government will give us the financial assist-
ance necessary to enable us to carry them out.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: Do you think the
materials and lubour position wvill embar-
rass you in carrying out the prograivme 7

The PREMIER: I am hoping, as is the
hon. member, that the materials position
will imp~rove. I noticed a statement, pub-
lished in today's issue of "The West Aus-
tralian," by a Commonwealth Minister who
said that the materials position wvas improv-
ing and would continue to improve.

Hfon. F. J. S. Wise: But you do think
you will hare difficulty in that direction?

The PREMIER: Yes, I anticipate there
will be some difficulty, but without doubt the
local position has already improved. Despite
the hope of Commonwealth assistance, how-
ever, there is a very great responsibility
placed upon us to satisfy ourselves that
every item of loan expenditure is fully justi-
fled. This Government will not be a party
to expenditure of loan money merely for the
sake of relieving the Consolidated Revenue
Fund.

Borrowing Pro grammes of Local
Authorities.

I want to deal for a moment or two with
the borrowing programmes of local auth-
orities. Under what is known as a "Gentle-
men's Agreement," borrowing by local and
semni-g-overnmental authorities for amounts
exceeding £:100,000 in any financial year are'
submitted to the Loan Council for consi-
deration and approval. Arising out of the
scheme of co-ordination of public works,
however, it was agreed amongst the Prem-
iers that any borrowing by a semi-govern-
mental or local authority should be consider-
ed by the Co-ordiniator and approved by the
Loan Council. In consequence, at the Loamt
Council meeting, wvhich deals with the Loan
programme for the year, the total amount to.
be borrowed by local authorities is approved
by that body.

Particulars of the amount to be borrowed
by each authority are first considered by the
Co-ordinator General in conjunction with
the Treasury officer s of the States, and
where the Co-ordinator is of the opinion
that the purpose for which the money is to
be borrowed is not one of urgency, he re--
quests tho State Treasurer to delete that
item of borrowing from the programme.
For the year 1946-1947 the total of the
local government borrowing programme for
this State was fixed at £616,000. As the
borrowing programme for the States was
reduced by 25 per cent., a similar reduction
was made in the borrowing programmes of
local authorities. and the borrowing pro-
gramme was reduced to £462,000. The
amount of the approvals granted after ai-
plication by the local authorities for 1946-
47 was £369,000, but the amount actually
borrowed was £248,000.

Hon. F. J. S, Wise: They could not spend
it, at any' rate.

The PRZEMIER: No, they could not. For
1947-48 the total programme submitted by
the local authorities in this State was over
£000,000, but after the details of the pro:-
gramme had been scrutinised by the Co-
ordinator General of Works, the amount.
was reduced to £600,000. Following on the
reduction of 25 per cent, in the States' bor-
rowing programmes, the £600,000 was re-
duced to a borrowing programme -of local
authoritiesi of £E450,000. I do not know
whether it' will be possible for the local
authorities to cut their requirements to the
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figure approved by the Loan Council but,
in view of the amount borrowed in 19416-
1947, it would appear that a borrowing pro-
gralnme of £450,000 should prove ample.

Local Authorities' Loan Programmes.

I have received so many requests, how-
ever, for approval for works which were
not retained in the programme that I have
written to the Co-ordinator General of
Works advising him of the position and
asking whether it would be possible to in-
crease the borrowing programme by an
amount of £E50,'000. 1 aIR giving members
this information because frequently they
are' asked by the local authorities in their
districts to assist in obtaining approval to
a loan programmfle.

Endeavours have been made to keel) local
authorities fully advised of the obligations
resting on them to submit their loan pro-
grainmes to the Treasury in time for con-
sideration by the Loan Council. Unfortu-
nately, the circular advising the local auth-
oritics of this obligation has to go out about
April, which is around the time when road
hoar(] elections take place. It frequently
happens that an outgoing board is unwill-
inp t.o commit a new board, and no request
i., received in time for consideration by the
Loan Council. When a new board takes
ofliee, it is dnxious to proceed with a par-
titular loan work and difficulties are ex-
perienced in obtaining the necessary appro-
val.

Mr. May: Could riot the Government
budg-et in anticipation of thatq

The PREMIER: It is budgeted for but,
in order that the money may be assured,
the local authorities should submit their
p~rogrammes as early as p)ossible.

lion. F. J. S. Wise: If a matter is vital,
it can be adjusted.

The PREMIER: In the event of a local
authority having sonic particularly urgent
work to carry out, it is usual for perinis-
,ion to be given to proceed.

Curtailment of Works Programmes.

1 feel that members can assist by impress-
ing upon the local authorities in their dis-
ticts the need for a very careful considera-

tion of their loan requirements wvhen the
request comes from the Treasury for submis-
sion of their borrowving programmes. Just

as the State's loan programmes have to be
curtailed to works of an urgent nature, so
the programmes of local authorities have
to be similarly curtailed. Until the pres-
sure for labour is relieved, I feel it will be
necessary for local authorities to suspend
works dealing with such matters as the pro-
vision of recreation grounds and other
amenities. I know that many country dis-
tricts have been in need of these provisions
for many years and have been awaiting
the end of the war in order to obtain them.
Unfortunately, I think they must stand
over for a bit loniger.I

Hon. A. R. G. Ha'vke: The war has been
over a good while.

The PREMIER : Yes, but we are still
facing the difficulties arising from the war,
as the hon. member realises 'only too well.
He must admit that we arc catching up.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: There is no sign of
it in these Estimates.

'Air. May: Or in the housing position.
Hon. A. H. Panton: The cobwebs are still

there.

The PREMIER: I suggest that the
Leader of the Opposition wait until he
learns what is in the Estimates.

Loan Expenditure, 1946-47.

1 wvant to deal now with the loan expendi-
ture for 1946-47. The programme approved
in the Estimates was for an amount of
£5,014,000. The amount actually spent
wvas IE2,231,000. When liy predecessor, the
member for Gascoyne, introduced his Esti-
mates in 1946, hie pointed out that it was
improbable that the whole amount involved
would be spent, buat that he was asking
approval for the programme as it stood in
order that as much of the work as could
be done would be done. The fact that less
than half of the programme money was
spenit shows the difficulty experienced with
the shortage of labour and material.

Comments on Estimates and Actual
Expenditure.

Running very briefly through the main
items of expenditure I wish to make the
following comments:-

Departmental Expenditure: The amount
estimated was £200,000 and the amount
spent £71,000. This section deals with the
recoup which is made from General Loan
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Fund to the Consolidated Revenue Fund
for the services af officers who are engaged
on1 loan works ana whose salaries are paid
originally from the Consolidated Revenue
Fund. The amount estimated, namely
£200,000, was based on an estimated pro-
gramme of £5,000,000, whereas the amount
charged against General Loan Fund,
£71,000, is more in keeping with the actual
expenditure of loan moneys.

Railways and Tramways: The amount
estimated was £1,117,000 and the amount
spent £265,000. A sum of £836,000 was
estimated to be spent on additions and im-
provements to opened railways. The amount
actually spent was £114,000. This expendi-
ture included-underwater storage of Collie
coal, £22,000; alterations and additions to
Midland Junction Workshops, £29,000; new
machinery at Midland Junction Workshops,
£12,000 houses for railway employees at.
country centres, £10,000. The estimate of
£636,000 included the following items against
which no money was spent:-East Perth-
Rivervalc duplication, £50,000; Armadale-
Bunburv duplication, £100,000; Boyan up-
Busselton -railway relaying, £14,000 new
yards at Narrogin, £18,000 Northam Loco.
depot improvements, £19,000; Collie conl
blending lanft, £54,000; purchase of 15
road buses, £E120,000; Spencer's Brook-
Koojedda-Wooroloo automatic signalling-,
£20,000.

Sitting suspeluded from 6.15 to 7.30 p.?.

The PREMIER: For rollingstock for the
Railway Department an amount of £338,000
was estimated. The actual expenditure
was £148,000, which included £137,000 for
the purchase of 14 "lT"1 class locomotives.
The estimate included an amount of
£150,000 for 6; diesel electric coaches and 12
trailers, but this expenditure was not in-
curred. In the tramway section of the
Railway Department expenditure wan esti-
mated at £143,000, which .ineluded £100,000
for the purchase of 50 additional trolley-
buses and £C20,000 for a trolley-bus garage.
These sums were not expended. Only a
imall sum, £C3,000, was spent during the
year.

Ewetfleity Supply.

For the metropolitan power scheme, an
imount of £608,000 was estimated, but the
ium actually spent was £152,000. This ex-
)enditure included E113,000 on the South

Fremantle power station; £17,000 on the
Cottesle e-Fremantle transmission line con-
version and £2,800 in preparing the site
for the frequency-changer from 40 to 50
cycles which will be installed at East Perth.
For the South-West power scheme the sum
of £237,000 was estimated, the amount
spent being £6,000. The expenditure in-

Public W~orks Department.

For hiarbours and rivers in the North-
West the estimate was £31,000, the amount
spent being £6,600. The expenditure in-
cluded improvements to jetties, goods yards,
etc., at Pt. Samson, Carnarvon and Derby,
and new cranes at Carnarvon, Broome and
Wyndham, For the Bunbury harbour
works £10,000 was estimated and £1,800
was spent. The expenditure was on harbour
improvements. For the Fremantle Harbour,
£65,800 was estimated and £C46,000 spent,
The sum of £14,000 was spent on Northern
Quay extensions; £24,000 on reconstruc-
tion of berths 1, 2 and 3; while bellmouth
dredging at the entrance of the harbour cost
£6,600.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: I am afraid your
side of the House is not fiatterin g you very
much. It is not at all fair to a Premier.

The PREMIER: For improvements to
harbour and rivers, other than _North-West,
the sum of £C27,000 was estimated, the
amount spent being £26,600. The sum of
£20,000 was spent on reclamation work at
the new Causeway and the sum of £6,000
on the breakwater extension at the Pre-
mantle fish jetty.

TWater Supply and Sewerage.

Under this heading, £51,000 was estimated
for water supplies for towns, but the amount
actually spent was £C14,000. The greater
part of this sum was expended on lining
mains, reticulation improvemitnts and pur-
chase of meters. For sewerage and drnfn-
age, Perth and Fremiantle, £102,000 was
estimated, the expenditure being £E106,000,
which covered sewerhge works at North Fre-
mantle £16,000, Bassendean £13,000, Mid-
land Junction £16,000, South Perth £9,000
and Ma-ylands £C7,000. For the metropolitan
water supply £301,000 was estimated. The
expenditure was £152,000. The sum of
£67,000 was spent on the 42in. main from
Cannington to Victoria Park, £17,000 on
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cement lining of pipes, £8,000 on pre-
paratory work for the new reservoir at Mt.
Hawthorn, and £36,000 on minor extensions
and improvements. For the Goldields Water
Supply the estimated expenditure was
£221,000, the actual expenditure being
£94,000. Work on raising the Ivundaring
Weir wall cost £31,000, renovations to the
main Goiddlelds pipeline £E19,000, and im-
provements to the York-Beverley main
£11,000. Water supply in agricultural and
North-West districts was estimated at
£579,000, but the expenditure was £335,000,
which included £287,000 s~pent on the Stir-
ling dam and £38,000 on the construction
of irrigation channels at Harvey.

Derefo pmet of Goldfields and Mineral
Resources.

For development of mining the sum of
£49,500 was estimated and £C22,000 was
spent. The sum of X9,000 was expended on
the Eradu coal investigations, £6,600 on
prospecting advances and £5,000 by way of
loan to assist mining. The sum of £29,000
was estimated for the erection of State
batteries, the amount being £3,700. For the
State alunite industry, £C45,000 was esti-
mated and £70,500 was spent. Progress with
this undertaking was explained by the
Minister for Industrial Development when
be was dealing with the Revenue Estimates
of his department. There is no need for
me to go into the details of the work that
is under contemplation.

Department of Agriculture.

For abattoirs, cold storage, etc., the
amount estimated was £74,000 and the
amount spent £35,000. The expenditure in-
cluded £32,000 on the Midland Junction
ahattoirs and £3,000 for the provision of
refrigeration units for the North-West ports.
For the development of agriculture proper,
£2T2,000 w~as estimated and £14,000 spent.
The sum of £E7,500 was expended on the
veterinary laboratory at Hollywood, £3,000
for the provision of bachelor quarters at
O)rd River and £3,500 on drilling and erec-
tion work at Ord River.

Public Buildings.

For public buildings the amount esti-
mated was £358,000 and the expenditure
£E121,000. The main items of expenditure
were the Denmark Agricultural College

£13,000; Government workshops at East
1'erth £9,500; new offices for the Archi-
lectural Division of the Public Works De-
partment, £8,000-the building is now comn-
?leted; Leederville Technical School
£C26,000; and purchase of the Lady Mitchell
Convalescent Home £10,000. For hospital
buildings and equipment £442,000 was
estimated and £255,000 spent, mostly
on the Royal Perth Hospital. For
native cattle stations, £14,000 was esti-
mated, and this amount was spent on build-
ings for AMoola Bulla and Udialla. For
bulk-handling of wheat at Fremantle,
£52,000 was estimated and £33,000 ex-
pended. The expenditure relatcd to work
on the completion of the wheat gallery at
the North Wrharf.

Purchasqe of Plant.

The estimates included an amount of
£20,000 for the purchase of plant for the
Public Works Department under the con-
trol of the Mechanical and Plant Engi-
neer; the amount actually spent was
£125,000. This large expenditure became
necessary when plant was made available
by the Disposals Commission and the op-
portunity was taken to acquire some much-
needed equipment. For the industries
established at Welshpool, £55,000 was esti-
mated and £46,000 expended. The expen-
diture related to the purchase of machine
tools and plant from the Commonwealth
munition factories for use by the indus-
tries which have been established at Welsh-
pool and are receiving help through the
Department of Industrial Development.

Exvtirnated Expenditure for 1947-48.

The total amount estimated to be spent
this year is £5,683,042. It is most improb-
able, of course, that this amount will he
spent; but following the practice adopted
by my predecessor, I have placed tht
amount on the Estimates which, in th(
opinion of the Government, represents tin
needs of the departments.

Hon. A. R. G. Hjawke: Does the Assistant

Treasurer agree wvith that practical

The PREMIER: Yes, he agrees. I havn
consulted him in regard to these estimates
Some of the expenditure relates to pur-
chase of equipment and material whiel
may not arrive during the year and it al&(
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contemplates some work involving a fairly
large amount of labour. So far as labour
and material are available, the work will
be carried out. Dealing with the individual
items making up these estimates, I wish
to make the following comments. Depart-
mental expenditure--that is, the payment
of salaries to permanent officers and others
paid originally from the Consolidated
Revenue Fund-is estimated at £183,000.
This amount will be adjusted in accordance
with the total amount spent on loan dur-
ing the year.

Rait-ays and Tramways.

The total estimated expenditure under
this heading is £708,000, made up as fol-
lows. For additions and improvements to
opened railways, £406,000. This is made up
of a number of items, the chief ones
being-

£
Midland Junction-reorganisation

of buildings and permanent way 34,'000
New maehinery .. .. .. 13,000
Housing for staff at country centres 11,000
New yard and interlocking system

at Narrogin .. . .. 10,000
Improvements including mechanical

coaling plant and the provision of
new barracks at Bridgetown .. 10,000

Housing for staff generally .. 25,000
Portable types of houses for married

employees in isolated areas -- 10,000
purchase of road buses .. .. 150,000

For rollingstock an amount of £102,800 is
estimated. This relates to the purchase of
six Diesel coaches and 12 trailers, some of
which it is hoped may be delivered during
the year. The total cost of this work is
£C208,000.

For tramways an amount of £200,077
has been estimated, which includes £C150,000
for 50 additional trolley-buses, the total
cost of which is estimated at £288,000. Pro-
vision hats also been made for the trolley-
bus sub-station at Hollywood of £10,000,
and the purchase of seven new petrol buses
at £14,000.

Electricity Supply.

The total estimated expenditure is
£:2,114,000. For the metropolitan power
scheme the amount estimated is £1,815,000,
the biggest items of which are an amount
of £1,500,000 for the South Fremantle
power station and £241,000 for the fre-
quency-changer to be installed at Fast,

Perth. The material on order from Eng-
land is coming forward satisfactorily; and
with the preparatory work which is being
done at South Fremantle, the Government
is hopeful that the new station will be in
operation by the end of 1949.

For the South-West power scheme,
£C299,990 has been estimated. This sum
includes an amount for the acquisition of
the Collie power scheme which has already
been taken over from the company. An
amount of £80,000 has been provided for
extensions to the Collie power station;
£50,000 for surveys and construction work
of newv routes for the South-West power
scheme; and £25,000 for emergency plant
for country towns.

Harbours and Rivers.

The estimated expenditure on harbours
and rivers is £E160,200. For additions and
improvements to jetties in the North-West
£27,000 has been provided. It is proposed
to provide new equipment at Port Sanison,
principally for the handling of the asbestos
which is loaded there. The sum of £10,000
has been estimated for the Bunbury harbour
works improvements. This is a very large
scheme estimated to cost nearly £900,000.
So far it has not been possible to do much,
work being held up awaiting the provision

oft particular type of dredge. For the
Fremnantle Harbour Works, £79,000 has
been estimated. Of this, £C40,000 will be
spent on the North Quay, £19,000 on bell-
mouth dredging, and £E20,000 on the exten-
sion of the Victoria Quay westward. For
imlplovom(1t to harbours and rivers an
amount of £33,600 has been estimated, and
£30,000 will be spent on reclamation work
:it the new Causeway. For the purchase
of dlredge and barges £10,000 has been
estimated. This is merely a token item,
us the total estimated cost is £300,000.
Tend~er, have been called for a suitable
barge for use at Albany and as soon as it
is available, a start will be made with the
reclamation work necessary for the build-
ing oif the first portion of the new harbour.

Water Supply and Sewerage.

The amount estimated under this head-
ing is £1,144,000. This is made up
as follows :-Water supply to towns,
£56,700. In addition to providing for minor
works now in progress, new works contem-
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plate the provision of improvements to
water supplies at 'Margaret River, Waroona.
Geraldton and Albany.

Mr. Hegney: What about Port Hedland?

The PREMIER: Port Hedland is under
construction. As a matter of fact, I wvas
dealing with the Port Hedland file today.
Material is being gathered to enable the Mt.
Clarence reservoir at Albany to be dupli-
cated. It is hoped to make an early start
with this work. The sum of £2,000 has
been placed on the Estimates for water
supply on stock routes. For sewerage
and drainage, Perth and Fremantle.
£249,000 has been estimated. In addition
to the works in progress, provision has been
made for the main sewer diversion of
£20,000; Swanbourne and Suhiaco treait-
ment works, alterations and extensio,,
£C7,000; Mj~idland Jnnction pumping station
£10,000; rising main, £8,000; South Perth
reticulaion, £10,800; and storm wrater
drainage works in the Perth, May-
lands and Bayswater areas, £E250,000.
'For metropolitan water supply, £274,000
has been placed on the Estimates. Of the
works inl progress, the ouitstandingr commit-
mnents relate to the M1t. Yokine reservoir
construction for which £40,000 has been pro-
v'ided, New works contemplated are the
36 inch main Belmont to MNaylands 130,000;
316 inch main MaNfylands% to Mt. Yokinc
£15,000; IS inch main M3t. Hawthorn to
Scarborough £26,000; 30 inch main Mt.
F~liza to Swanbourne £20,000; cement lining
of pipes in situ £31,000. For the
Gldfelds water supply, the amount esti-
mated is £L276,000. Of the works in pro-
gress, C25,000 has been provided for the
renovation of the main conduit, and
£100,000 for the raising of the wall at Nuin-
daring- Weir. Of new works contemplated,
£75,000 has been. provided for extensionsz
and iniproxements of water supplies inl agri-
cultural districts and towns, and £20,000
for improvements to the Norseman water
supply. For water sup plies in agricultural
areas and the North-West districts,;C£267,'000
has beep placed on the Estimates. Of the
works in progress, £110,000 is provided for
Harvey irrigation channels, and £50,000 for
the Stirling Dam construction. New works
are estimated to cost £100,000 and cover a
number of smaller works, the olutstanding
one perhaps being the provision of a water
Supply at Wittenoom for the township which
will be established there as the -result of the

asbestos works. For the Eastern Goldfield~z,
£13,600 has been provided, the main wo-rk
being the Leonora water supply improxe-
men ts, £11,000. For Murehison and Pealk
Hill Goldfieds, £5,800 has been provided.

Dlevelopment of Goldflelde and Mineral
Rlesouarces.

The total estimate -under this heading is
£185,000. For the development of mining-,
£C41,700 has been placed on the Estimates,
made up of prospecting £8,000; loans to
mining ventures £14,000; and £15,000 to be
made available to the Freney Kimberley
Oil Company. This is being made in con-
junction with the Commonwealth Grovern-
ment. For the State batteries, £13,500 has
been provided. This estimated expenditure
covers a new five head battery at Mecka-
tharra and part provision of a refractory
ore pl]ant. For the charcoal-iron industry,
£80,000 has been placed on the Estimatl's.
It is hopbd that this expenditure will coni-
plete the works and that production should
commence early in 1948. For the alunit,'
industry, £50,000 has been provided. Thi4,
is mainly for new plant.

Develop ment of Agriculture.

The estimate here is £152,300. For abat-
toirs, cold stores, etc., the Estimates inclu de
an item of £126,800. An amount of £15,000
is estimated to be spent on Midland Junc-
tion abattoirs. For the new works con-
templated, £70,000 has been provided for
the 'Midland Junction abattoirs extensions,
and £36,500 for the Kalgoorlie abattoir.
For the development of agriculture, £22,090
was provided. This includes work at the-
Ord River, and expenditure on the Ahydog
and Woodstock research stations.

Public Buildings.

The amount provided under this heading
is £500,000. Of the works in progress,
£32,000 is needed to complete school build-
ings now in course of erection, and £E200,000
has been set aside for new school buildings:.
Additions to the Perth Dental College will
require £12,000. The East Perth workshops
extensions will require £10,000, and L930,000
is needed for new machinery for the Gov-
ernment Printing Office. The balance of
the amount on the Estimates for public
buildings is for new works which are now
receiving the careful consideration of the
Government.
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Hon. F. J. S. Wise: You might include
the Carnarvo0 school.

The PREMIER: We will see that the
Carnarvon school receives fair treatment.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: You are taking a
long time about it.

The PREMIER: We will meet the require-
ments of Carnarvon and distrhtt. The amount
to be spent on public buildings is naturally
limited by the avlailability of manpower
and labour, and the Government is anxious,
while making what it considers adequate
provisions for Governmental needs, not to
interfere unduly with the housing pro-
gramme. For hospital buildings and equip-
ment £284,000 has been provided. An amount
of £75,000 will be spent on the Royal Perth
Hospital. The Estimates include provision
for the new nurses' quarters at the King
Edward Memorial Hospital, and for certain
other hospitals throughout the country dis-
tricts.

Sundry Provisions.
In regard to the balance of the amount

on the Loan Estimates, £4,000 has been pro-
vided for Native Cattle Station improve-
mentIs; £10,000 for native hospitals, depots
and settlements; £004,000 for the Welsh-
pool industries, most of which relates to
the purchase of equipment from the Com-
monwealth for sale or lease to the industries
established at Welsbpool; and £15,000 for
the purchase of additional plant for the
plant engineer.

cornclusion.
*Though these Estimates involve the State

in the expenditure of a large sum of money,
I am satisfied that all the works are es-
sential. With the improvement in our pro-
duction capacity I am very hopeful that
we shall go a long way towards carrying
out the programme, particularly in regard
to those works which -relate largely to the
purchase of equipment. With an accelera-
tion in the 'rate of our return to peace condi-
t ions, we can anticipate the provision of an,
increasing number of those services and
undertakings which we had to do without
during the war years. All the energies of
the Government will be directed towards
overtaking the lag in the provision of these
services, and the Government considers that
the adoption of the Loan Estimates now pre-
sented will make a substantial advance to-

wardls that objective. I submit the Estimates
for the consideration of members.

Progress reported.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1947-48.

In Committee of Suppty.

Resumed from the previous day, Mr.
Perkins in the Chair.

T'ot c-flDepartment of Native Affairs,
£65,293 (partly considered) :

THE MINISTER FOR NATIVE AT-
FAIRS (Hon. R. R1. McNfDonald-West
Perth-in reply) [8.23: I am glad that a
numblier of members participated in the de-
bate an a matter that I think is wvell worthy
Of anL expression of opinion by those who
have given some thought to our responsi-
bilty towards the natives of this country.
The member for Swan referred to his visit
to Moore River. When introducing these
Estimates I said the Government was well
aware, that many features of the Moore
River settlement were far from satisfactory,
and Ihat steps were being taken, which I
hoped would soon reach finality, to establish
ain allternative settlement and make possible
the segregation of certain elements now at
Moore River-elements that would be better
if not brought together in the same area.
The hon. member referred to certain features
of the 'Moore River settlement that I do not
propose to mention in detail, except to say
that we are making some progress in over-
comng, the difficulties with which we ara
faced, and hope to make still better pro-
gress before long. He referred to the asso-
ciation of young people there.

Steps have been taken to move tha older
boys to the farm settlement some 11 miles
from the headquarters of the mission,' im-
mediatrely they leave school at about 14
years of age. It is believed that that is a
better policy, and the results have been satis-
factory. The boys arc interested in their
worle on the farm and are receiving useful
instruction in the growing of crops and
various items of production. The bon. mem-
ber referred to Sister Kate's Home, and
the member for Forrest mentioned the mis-
sion at Roelands. I have inspected Sister
Kate's Home, and I know the Roelands area
very -well and have had many conversations
with Mr. Albany Bell, who I believe is the
founder of the Roelands Mission, and is
deeply interested in the welfare of our abo-
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rigines. I agree wholeheartedly with the
admirable work done by those institutions,
and by many others. I believe that an ex-
change of views and experiences between
those missions and departmental officers is
useful. No doubt the mission people can
learn from departmental institutions, and
I am certain that we can learn from
them. I agree that some of these institutions
have attained a high standard of conditions
in their areas for the children for whom
they are responsible.

Mr. Graham: Do they not pass the frac-
tious cases over to the StateV

The MINISTER FOR NATIVE
AFFAIRS: It has to he borne in mind
that Government institutions must accept
responsibility for all natives, while private
institutions can be to some extent selective.
For that reason it is possible that the pri
vate institutions may avoid many of the
difficulties that must be met by govern-
mental institutions, which are there for all
those who are in need and those they are
obliged to take.

Mr. Graham: That is a most important
point.

The MINISTER FOR NATIVE
AFFAIRS: Yes, but it does not detract
from the meritorious and efficient work
being done by many of these institutions.
The member for Irwin-Mtoore mentioned the
standards reached by some natives in the
edlucational and civic spheres and the help
that they would be able to give their fellors
in attaining like standards. That is an im-
portant aspect of the problem and we should
endeavour to secure leaders, possessing the
necessary gifts and abilities, from among
the natives, so that they might go out and
help their fellows as regards general educa-
tion and a sense of the civic duties that
make for good citizenship. We must be con-
stantly on the look-out for suitable people
to undertake such duties. They are not
easily found, but there are some cases. that
I have heard of and that the. department
has in mind. From among them we may
secure leaders of value for our natives.

The member for Canning referred to the
matter of citizenship rights and the posi-
tion of native returned soldiers who found
themselves unable to exercise the ordinary
rights of an Australian or Britisher to go
into hotels throughout the country. The
department has appreciated the sense of,

shall I say, humiliation or resentment that
some members of the Forces may feel at
being under this disability. It is one thing
for a soldier to have all the privileges of
any other soldier regarding alcohol, because
he is under discipline at the time.

Hon. A. H. Panton: Hear, hear!

The MINISTER FOR NATIVE AF-
FAIRS: When relieved of that discipline
and he enters into ordinary relations with
other people where he must depend upon
self-discipline, the situation is not so easy.
At the same time, I should be glad to see
native soldiers in particular, advanced as
far as possible towards the enjoyment of
all civic privileges. Since the Natives (Citi-
zenship Rights) Act was introduced by the
member for Kimberley and operated from
the 1st January last year, 145 certificates of
citizenship rights have been granted. I
think there is some misapprehiesion as to
the possibility of obtaining that certificate.
There are certain rather stringent obliga-
tions laid dowvn in the Act, but there has
been some evidence of concern that it has
been too easy to obtain certificates from
some magistrates.

It has been said that it is fairly easy to
olbtain a certificate if the native in question
is of the right type. In fact, at the rate
we are granting citizenship rights there will
be many more holding these certificates
than those holding certificates of exemption,
which enable the natives to be free of dis-
abilities under the Act, including restrictions
upon entering into hotels. There are 357
certificates of exemption now in force and
these have been operating for many years,
whereas in less than two years ntearly half
that number have been granted in respect
of certificates of citizenship rights.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: Do those figure~s
include the North-West?

The MINISTER FOR NATIVE AF-
FAIRS: They cover the whole State.

Hon. A. A. M. Coverley: Have you any
idea how many applications have beven
nmade but olbjeeted to by the depa-tmenl?

The MINsISTER FOR NATIVE AF-
FAIRS: I could not supply those figures
off-hand, but I would be glad to obtain
them for the hon. member. The member for
Bleverley warned me in rather stronur
terms-

Hon. A. H. Penton: It is a habit of his.
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The MINISTER FOR NATIVE AF-
PAIRS: -exactly against what I do not
know, but apparently against being too
optimistic. I think the ]ast attitude to
adopt in connection with our native respon-
sibilities is one of defeatism. I will return
to that in a moment or two, in view of
some observations by the member for Roe-
bourne.

Hon. A. R. 0. Hawke: The member for
B3everley is in a much wore amiable mood
tonight.

-Mr. Mann: I am very happy.

The MINISTER FOR NATIVE AF-
FMIRS: The her. member asked me some
questions and I shall be glad to answer
them. The Moore River settlement is per-
lhsps one of the most urgent problems which
must engage the attention of any native
affairs administration. It was the first na-
tive institution I visited after I assumed
the responsibility of this office. I was con-
cerned by what I saw and the need for
something to be done in the interests of the
natives there. When I visited the institu-
tion I thought that, as a new Minister, al-
though I had seen institutions before, I
should see more of them, so I took the op-
portunity to pay a very hurried visit to
the north and to some extent in the south
to gain a general impression.

I covered some 5,000 miles altogether
and inspected the greater number of our
native institutions and sonic of the mis-
sions. When I returned I felt I should
lose no time whatever in having an ex-
amination made of our native institutions
lby someone who could spend more time and
make a more detailed survey than I could
afford to do. That is thc7 reason why I
commissioned Mr. Bateman ,R.M., to under-
take the inquiry. It will take him probably
about five months, which is less than half
the time occupied by Mr. Moseley on his
inquiry in 1934-35. I have no hesitation
in saying that the money will be well spent.
In view of the opinions about the Moore
River settlement, I felt I could not allow
a week to pass without making sure I had
ain examination made of that and other in-
stitutions so that when I got the results
of the investigation I would have a de-
tailed report, which would serve the Gov-
ernment as a basis upon which to take ac-
tion to improve native affairs.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: What is the main
difficulty at Moore River?

The MINISTER FOR NATIVE
AFFAIRS: To my mind the main difficulty
is that the settlement is an institution to
which delinquent natives are sent, and they
are very often natives of far from good
character. At the same time there are neces-
sarily at the institution a number of
children and some natives who are sick or
there for other reasons, and the combination
of the different classes is far from desirable.
Sknow that is the opinion of the previous

Minister.
Mr. May: You ought to tighten up the

sale of liquor to those natives.

The MINISTER FOR NATIVE
AFFAIRS: That is so. I think the staff is
doing: all it can to meet a difficult situa-
tion. Within the limits of our ability, I
hope that something will he done regarding
the Moore River settlement as quickly as
possible. The first thing to do is what I know
the former Minister had in mind, which is
to take the better class of native and remove
him from contact with the delinquents. It
was implied that I might have done some-
thing more about the settlement and other
matters.

M r. Moseley was so seriously concerned
ab~out the Moore River settlement that he
made it the subject of an interim report in
1934, in which be'described the institution in
these words: "It forms, in my view, a woeful
spectacle." Hle referred in some detail to
the various aspects to which he found there
was no objection to be taken and recom-
mended at Moore River the addition of an
area adjoining the settlement, if suitable land
could be obtained, in order to make the place
more self-supporting and more appropriate
for the training of half-castes; otherwise the
location to be changed. Suitable land adjoin-
ing Moore River, so far as I can learn, has
not been possible to obtain. The only land
that can be used is 11 miles away and is
difficult of superintendence, and incon-
venient to have that separation between the
settlement proper, with its administration
and buildings, and this agricultural area 13n
which it certain amount of cultivation takes
place.

Mr. Ackland: There does not seem to be
enough good land there for the purpose.

The MINISTER FOR NATIVE
AFFAIRS: That is so. As to my
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own activities, I would point out that
my predecessor, the member for Kim-
berley, with the report on his table for 13
years, after Mr. Moseley had called Moore
River a woeful spectacle, found difficulties
in-

Hron. A. A. M. Coverley: I think you have
stretched that a bit. I was not there as long
as that.

The MINISTER FOR NATIVE
AFFAIRS: Perhaps a little less- 21/2
years. If I may say so with all deference,
my own administration is at all events as
speedy as that of my predecessors.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: You can leave out
the defbrence.

The MINISTER FOR NATIVE
AFFAIRS: The hon, member said
ttiat 'Mr. Bateman's appointment was
a waste of money-a five months'
.appointment. I have already stated that I
would not spend one week more in office as
Minister for Native Affairs without getting
some responsible man to go round and report
to me on the conditions prevailing. That is
my attitude. I will have not only Mr. Bate-
man hut also other people to make an exam-
ination of native affairs if I consider it
necessary. I will have, with the consent
of the Government, an anthropologist
over here if I believe his advice can contri-
bute to the welfare of our native popula-
tion. While I realise that anthropologists
can sometimes be academic and may not be
practical, at the same time, as scientific
men, they have a contribution to make on
racial questions, and I am not going to
ignore any help that their knowledge can
give in connection with the big racial prob-
lems involved by the presence of these abo-
rigines and their descendants.

After visiting Canberra, I made a special
trip to Sydney to see Professor Elkin, who
is Professor of Anthropology at the Syd-
ney University and is, I suppose, the best
known authority on native affairs in Aus-
tralia. He is adviser to the Commonwealth
Government on native affairs and the
author of a number pf books on the subject.
From him I obtained all the information
possible-and it was of some value-as to
the researches that were being made by
him and as to a special branch of the Syd-
ney University that had been established
to train young men and women to be work-
ers in the Department of Native Affairs,

not only in Australia but also in the
islands. I do not propose to eliminate any
factor, even if it comes from the Univer-
sity, and regard it as being of no value in
our efforts to solve the native problem.

To deal with some specific items, tim
member for Kimberley referred to remarks
of mine concerning the site of the girls'
home. I have not refreshed my mind b 'y
looking at the statement I made to a Press-
man. I may have been under a misappre-
hension at the time or Juay have expressed
myself incorrectly, but the five acres for
the girls' home, situated beyond the tram
terminus on Albany-road, Victoria Park, is
a most useful site and, when I told the
Press that it had been purchased five years
bef ore, I did so in order that the credit
might go to the former 3linister and not to
myself. What I meant to convey was not
that the department intended to sell the
place, as I think it is a valuable site for a
home for girls in employment, girls work-
ing in thle city area or girls coming to
Perth to spend their holidays here.

What has been discussed in the depart-
mnent is an institution in the hills for
younger girls before they start work-an
institution in which they could learn dairy-
ing, poultry-keeping and various things
that might be useful to them if they take
employment in the country, and at the same
time give them a general school education.
This project has not been finally deter-
mined, but will be the subject of further
discussion.-

The hon. member suggested that I was
at a loss in referring to Munja as a cattle
station. I do not want to take up the
time of the -Committee with details, but al-
low me to mention that from information
which no doubt came in the hon. member Xs
time, the Auditor General has shown in his
last report, on page 96, the latest live-
stock returns from Moola Bulla and Manja
cattle stations and pointed out that, accord-
ing to the returns, there were 1,866 cattle on
Munja station. I had read the report and
I have still to learn that Munja is not a
cattle station, although I am well aware
that it. does grow other produce, particu-
larly peanuts.

Reference was also made by the hon.
member to the need for plant on the Udialla
property or station. That was ordered
some months ago; authority was given by
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me for the purchase of a Farmall tractor.
There are four tractors about to arrive, and
the department is hopeful that an alloca-
tion of one will be made to Udislla station.
This is the first opportunity it has had of
getting a tractor of this type. As soon as
the Government Tropical Adviser had made
an inspection of the property, he submitted
a recommendation as to the machinery re-
quired for the purpose of tropical agri-
culture, and this machinery was immedi-
ately ordered 4nd authorised by me as Min-
ister. I am hopeful that it wvill soon come to
band. The member f or Kimberley took ex-
ception to a special plane which I had the
temerity to authorise to take two senior
officers up to Port Hedland.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawkc :You authorised it?

The MINISTER FOR NATIVE
AFFAIRS: Plus the Treasurer, as Minister
for the North-West.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: That is much better.

The -MINISTER FOR NATIVE
AFFAIRS: The member for Pilbara, in par-
ticular, will remember that in April of this
year a serious situation arose owing to thQ
withdrawal of native labour from the stations
in the Port lHedland district. There was a
grave doubt as to whether the station-owners
could shear their sheep that season. The
sihearing season was about to commence early
in 'May. The withdr-awal was called a strike
and was due to Communistic influence. The
natives assembled at a place called the 12-
mile above Port Hedland. But it was not a
.strike. The natives withdrew from the station
and, as British subjects, they wore7 quite en-
titled to do so. The pastoralists, however,

'were in a state of acute tension.

I had deputations from the pastoralists in
the district and also f rom the Pastoralists'
Association. The pastoralists had come to
Perth. They said, "We want to know where
we are, otherwise we may not be able to
shear our sheep this season. Not only will woe
lose heavily, hut the State wvill lose the bene-
fit of the clip from our district." They
wanted to know whether they could get their
native labour back for the shearing and, if
they could not, they wanted to know whether
they could make arrangements to obtain
workers from the South who could go from
station to station and help the pastoralists
out of their difficulty. The situation was
urgent. Berths could not be obtained on the

plane for weeks ahead and the trip by road
was slow. Therefore, with the consent of
the Treasurer, I authorised a special plane
to convey these officers to Port Hedland on
the understanding that the company would
clarry other passengers and so reduce the
cost.

The two officers concerned went to the
12-mile, but failed to persuade the men to
return to work. The inwn have not done so
since except for a comparatively small num-
ber who have returned in recent weeks. As
time goes on I am hoping that more will re-
turn to work. The result of that mission was
that the Acting Commissioner and the De-
puty Commissioner ascertained that the men
were determined not to return and the pas-
toralists were informed and they made other
arrangements. With great difficulty and by
co-operation and after they gob young lads
up from the South they managed to get
the sheep shorn. The trip was of very great
value and was deeply apprecia ted hy the
ptstoralists concerned. Over and above the
cost of the ordinary return fares of the Act-
ing Commissioner and the Deputy Commis-
sioner to Port Hedlaud, the total cost of the
special plane for that emergency was £E37,
a large part of the plane having been occu-
pied by extra passengers. The money was
well spent and I would not hesitate two
minutes to spend £37 again if there were a
threat of dislocation of the life and industry
in the North-West of our State.

The bon. member rather suggested that
I should not have authorised the Acting Coin-
,niumsoner to give evidence before the Royal
Commission on workers' compensation. I did
request and authorise him to do so. In view
of the increasing number of natives who
were coming under industrial awards,
especially since the Farm Workers' Award
made by the Arbitration Court in January
last, in which special provision was made
for native workers, I had given consideration
to native workers being under the Workers'
Compensation Act in the samne way as other
workers. At present, native workers are ex-
cluded. They come under a special provision
by -which the employers pay intd a native
workers' accident fund, from which the
natives get some support and treatment. I
did not bring down a Bill to deal with the
matter because the Royal Commission was
sitting and, until its report was in, I thought
it hardly correct to attempt piecemeal altera-
tions of the Workers' Compensation Act.
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Hon. J. B. Sleeman: Why was it not
correct?

The Mi1NiSTER FOR NATIVE
AFFAIRS: Because the Commission will
take into consideration the position of natives
along with the position of the other citizens
of our State in the comprehensive scheme
which it is hoped it may be able to formu-
late for workers' compensation. I asked the
Acting Commissioner to bring the position
of natives, especially those under awards,
to the notice of the Commission, with some
reservations as to ensuring that any comnpen-
sation moneys paid wopild not be put to any
but the best purposes; in the interests of the
natives. I was fortified in that decision
when I read the report of the Auditor
General as to the alternative scheme for
protecting natives who suffered accident in
the course of their employment. In his, last
report, at page 98, under the heading "Com-
missioner of Native Affairs Trust Account."
the Auditor General says-

For a number of years, tine fund has re-
mained in eredit only as a rejalt of delay in
finalising aind meeting its commitments.

He shows, in fact, that the fund is insolvent
and that, as moneys have been coining in,
they have been used to meet certain claims,
while other claims have been withheld fromn
payment because there was insuffiecnt
money to pay themn.

Hon. A. A. 3f. Coverley: Surely that is
an argument in favour of amending the
Act.

The 'MINISTER FOR NATIVE
AFFAIRS: It is an argument in favour of
one of two things-an increased payment
by employers to that trust fund, or bring-
ing natives under the workers' general
compensation law which,' applies to other
workers in the State. But when I saw that
the fund in 1945 and 1946 was insolvent
and only met its commitments by juggling
its figures and withholding payment of
claims, I felt it was time that the question
of compensation for native workers should
be taken up ii the full field. I thought it
proper that when workers' compensation
was being considered we should not leave
out the native workers. They are as much
entitled to have their ease considered as
are other workers, and that is the reason
why the Acting Commissioner gave evi-
dence before the Commission.

The member for Roebourne made sonic
observations on a wide plane to which 1
listened with interest, and these are my
concluding remarks. Nobody under-esti-
mates the difficulties involved in any coun-
try which has a racial problem, but it is
a problem that we must try to do some-
thing about. We cannot sit down andi
ignore it. The only thing we can do is to
try to deal with it as intelligently as we
can anid wvith as much foresight as we can
exercise. The last decade in Australia-
1930-40-showed a change of attitude in
native affairs. Prior to that the general
attitude had been a negative one of pro-
tecting the natives. That was quite com-
mendable; but in the decade from 1930 to
1940, a change took place in Australian
thought And sentiment and this wats to-
wards a more active and positive policy to
create an opportunity for the native to ad-
vance himself, and I think we have to take
some account of that feeling which has
permeated the Australian public.

If members desire to study the matter
further, they can read, and many no doubt
have read, Professor Elkin 's book on citi-
zenship rights. His plan may ha academic;
it may he visionary and idealistic. But
still his ideas of the ultimate position of
the natives And what we can do for them
-and, in the case of the half-castes, their
assimilation in course of time with the
white population-are interesting. The re-
marks of the member for Roebourne touch-
ed a wide field and were important hecause
we have to hear that in mind. But we can-
niot stand still; we must try, though some-
times we 'may fail. One reason why we
must try is that we are going to get pres-
sure from the natives themselves. I be-
lieve that native parents are more anxious
today than they ever were-even the full-
bloods-for opportunity and education for
their children, and we must try to supply
the answer to those needs. I think that,
with co-operation and the interest of the
members of this Chamber which has, been
so freely given, together with the aid of
missions and local authorities, we can col-
lectively make some advance.

Item, aniount required for services for
the year, £65,293.

Hon. A. A. M,%. COVERLEY: The Minis-
ter was good enough to give me some ex-
planation of the various items on which I
made some queries.
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The Minister for 'Native Affairs: I
omitted one. I forgot it.

Hon. A. A. M. COVERLET: I said that
I disagreed with various items of expendi-
ture because I thought they were unwar-
ranted. One instance 'was the travelling by
special plane of two senior officials of the
department, and I wanted to know what
the purport was. The M1inister gave an
explanation. I am unable to agree with it,
because the Port Hedlaud trouble 'vas over.
It was commonly known that the natives
had no intention of returning to work. If
there had been any'need for a senior official
to go there by plane, there was certainly
no necessity for two officials to do so. I
still' say the expenditure was unwarranted.
It appealed to mue as being Gilbertian. I
would not have known that the officials
were a way from their office if I had not
rung the department asking for the Acting
Commissioner of Native Affairs. The tele-
phonist informed me he was out of town
for a few days.

I asked for the Acting Deputy Com-
missioner and wad told he was away also.
Trying to be humorous, I said, "Put me on
to the office, boy," and the telephonist said,
"I am sorry, he is on his correspondence
round, and is not in, either." On top of
that, I received a letter from a citizenl of
the Port Hedland district who had over-
looked the fact that I had received the sack
and was no longer M1inister for Native
Affairs, and wvbo wrote telling me off fo-r
this unwarranted expenditure. It was un-
necessary to send two senior officials away
for a week, leaving their office unattended.
The M1inister gave me n explanation about
the East Perth Girls' Home site. I hope I
did not leave the impression that I was
uinder the belief that the Minister intended
to sell the property, but I could only con-
clude fromt his remarks to the Press that
he had something in mind. This is what
appeared in the paper-

The former Government had in view the ex-
tension and re-organisation of native settle-
ments and instituations, and the present
administration was anxious to make early pro-
gress in this direction. Acquired some -years
ago, five acres on Albany-highway, about four
miles south of Perth, would be considered as
the site for a new native girls' home -to re-
place the borne at East Perth. An alternative
site for such a home would be a location in
the hills.
All I wanted to place, before the Mifiister
was that it was not a good idea to have

the girls1 home in the bills because it would
he too far from their work and from medi-
cal attention.

The Minister for Native Affairs: I quite
agree.

Hon. A. A. Al. COVERLET:- My inten-
tion was to be helpful, not critical. The Min-
ister still argues that he was justified in,
authorising the case for workers' compensa-
tion for natives being placed before the
Royal Commission on Workers' Compensa-
tion. I still disagree with him, because an
amendment to the Native Administration
Act is all that is necessary to provide that
natives shall receive full compensation. The
M1inister dtew attention to the Auditor Gen-
eral's report, in which it was stated that the
present compensation fund controlled by the
Native Administration Act was practically
insolvent. Surely that -would be a good
enough argument for the Minister to sub-
mit an amendment to the Native Adminis-
tration Act, for which he would get the full
support of practically every member, to pro-
vide for compensation for half-castes who
are working under Arbitration Court
awards itn the metropolitan area.

The Minister for Native Affairs: I want
them uinder the ordinary Act, and not a
special one.

Hon. A. A. M. COVERLEY: That would
be quite simple, too. I Am positive
that a short amendment to exclude
from thc Act any native working
uinder an arbitration award or any other
wording thought desirable would. give the
Minister all he wants to provide for Work-
ers' compensation~ for natives. The Minister
said, int connection with certain activities at
the Moore River Native Settlement, that I
had been 13 years in charge of the depart-
ment and had done nothing. That is not
quite correct, hut I will not argue about it.
It was not in my province to do these jobs,
because there was a war on and we could
not get either manpower or materials.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: The Government has
discovered that at last.

The Minister for Native Affairs: That
did not apply in 1934.

Hon. A. A. M. COVERLEY: Well, the
Ministe:.- accused me of not being very
active in the last eight months I was there.
T remind him that when he was in Opposi-
tion, be was one of the critics of the depart-
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ment and of my administration. Now that
the department is his responsibility, he will
realise that there are many things he would
like to do hut is unable to.

The Minister for Native Affairs: If you
will look at my speech, you will see that
I did not criticise.

Hon. A. A. M. COVERLEY: The Minis-
ter said that it was the intention of the de-
partment, to do its utmost to train female
natives to be nurses and to take responsi-
bility in other ways. That is not new. A half-
caste girl was educated in Derby and duly
became a qualified nurse. She transferred to
IKalgoorlie where, shortly after her arrival,
she married a full-blooded native. I hope
the Minister has more success with his ex-
p~eriments than the department has had in
the past. The only other thing I desire to
say is that -while I criticise the Minister for
permitting unwarranted expenditure, lie has
reduced the most essential item: that dealing
with stores, provisions, clothing, etc., and
other expenditure incidental to the promo-
tion of the welfare of the natives, by roughly
£C800. I would like the Minister to give me
some information on that point. I have
e-&me to the conclusion that the Minister
has been spending money on other items,
which I feel are not warranted, and has re-
duced this to balance his Estimates. If there
is any other reason I 1vould be pleased if lie
would explain it.

The MINISTER FOR NAT IV E
AFFAIRS: The estimated expenditure was
les., than was intended throughi one of those
little misunderstandingsc that occur with the
Treasury. I imimediately discussed thermatter
with th Acting Commissioner, and I do
not think it will hamper the necessary ex-
penditure under this item. I took the oppor-
tumity to look at the last two Estimates. In
thle 1i-.47 Estimates, which were intro-
duced by the member for Kimberley, this
itemn was reduced by £C395, compared with
what was spent the previous year, and the
Estimate for 1945-46 showed an amount of
£3,500 less than wvhat had been spent in the
prior year.I

lHon. A. If. Panton: We had the Tress-
urer balancing the Budget at that time.

Hon. A. A. M. COVERLEY: I do not
think that is a fair explanation. To remind
-me of my sins does not explain the reason
for the reduction.

The Minister for Native Affairs: We do
not intend to reduce it

Hon. A. A. M. Coverley:; I accept that.

Vote put and passed.

Vote-Lands and Surveys, £164,700:

THE mXNSTEA FOI LARDS (Ron. L.
Thorn-Toodyny) [8.53]: The Lands De-
partment expenditure will he increased this
year because of provision being made for
additional staff requirements of the various
branches. The staff of the Surveyor Gent-
eral's branch has been working at high pres-
sure throughout thd year. Much of the ar-
rears of field work has been brought up* to
date, although a large amount still remains.
Surveys for the Housing Commission have
been given first preference, and no delay
has been permitted in the execution of this
work; .1,012 lots, comprising 247 acres,
were surveyed for the State Housing Com-
mission. Of the lots, 782, consisting of 3841
acres, were in the metropolitan area. An
area of 1,300 square miles was covered by
aerial surveys at a cost of £C2,100. This wqq
for the mapping of salt affected areas in
the Lake Grace, Pingrup' and Nsewdegate
disticts.

Attention is being given to the new system
of moapping, for the production of standard
plans of national projection, and the lpre-
lirninary work is well advanevd. Two mieet-
ings of the National Mapping Council were
held during the year at Canberra anwl
Sydney. This State was represented at
each meeting. Routine surveys were carrIed
out in the North-West and the IKimherley
division, and throughout the southern por-
tion of the State. The Pastoral Appraiim-
ment Board has been occupied in dcalin-
with applications for rent relief, and also
in furtherance of the re-appraisement of
lease rentals for the 15-year period com-
mencing from the 1st January, 1942. Re-
ports from pastoral inspectors are now to
hand for all districts, with the exception
of the Murchison, and under ordinary
seasonal conditions these should be to hand
by the end of December.

Applications for surveyors were adver-
tised in the Eastern States and New
Zealand, with regard to increasing the
field staff. Only one application was re-
ceived, which was not up to the standard
required by the department. During the
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year, six cadet surveyors were appointed,
bringing the total to nine. Three appointed
in 1940 are not likely to be available as
..taff surveyors for from 12 to 18 months,
and the other six will not be able to qualify
for appointment for at least five years. The
position with regard to the surveyors who
vurry out the work of the department
creates considerable anxiety. A state has
now been reached where it is only possible
to carry out the most urgent work.

The clerical staff position is gradually
improving-, but cannot be regarded as satis-
factory. I wish to emphasise the serious-
ness of the position of the staff of the
Lands Department. It mus9t he understood
that the activities of that department were
not great during the war, hut immediately
the war ended it became one of the most
active and important departments of the
State.

lion. A. H1. Panton: The survey section
wais busy during the war.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes, on
military work. I consider the Lands Depart-
ment to be the pulse of all the activities
and industries of the State.

Hon. A. H. Panton: That is why my
lea9der put rae in charge of it.

The 'MINISTER FOR LANDS: And he
chose a good man. I agreed with hi choice.
The war created a gap in the staff of that
department, as we have no now cadets and
.junior officers. trained to a position 'where
they could relieve senior officers. We are
particularly short of surveyors and in the
field today there are as many as three cadets
attached to one surveyor. The -work of
building up the survey department is being
retarded through that shortage.

f am concerned also with the fact that
-enior officers of the department are being
zreatly overworked. I have conferred with
them in an endeavour to map out a plan by
which to give them sonic relict, but, as they
say, it is impossible unless, by advertising
in other parts of the Commonwealth and
,New Zealand, we are able to get suitable
applicants to fill the gaps in the ranks.
Such officers have to he well trained and
must he possessed of the legal know-
ledge necessary in administering the Land
Act. Only last week two of our senior
officers were away sick, and I am sure their
ill-health was brought about by overwork.

0t091

The matter must be given close attention,
and I am hopeful that in the near future
We will be able to give those officers some
relief,

Mr. Hoar: Do you think the shortage of
surveyors has had anything to do with the
slow-ness of the soldier settlement pro-
gramme?

The MNIINISTER FOR LANDS: Defin-
itely! Work is being held up all over the
State by the shortage of surveyors. I will
deal next with soldier settlement. I was
sorry to hear that my predecessor was so
disa-?pointed with the Press report that ap-
peared regarding my address to the Soldier
Sett'ers' Land Conference.

Hon. A. H. Panton:- I was bucked uap
by it and wanted to know all about it.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The bon.
member asked a question in the House re-
garding my disjointed statement. As we had
always understood each other, over the year,
it was a matter of regret to me that he could
not understand my statement. I assur-e
him that the Soldier Settlers' Land Con-
ference understood it. Those present seemed
pleascad with what I had to say to them.
If the Press reported everything racrabers;
said, word for word, they would require
double the quantity of newsprint that they
need today. It is the practice of the Press
to condense reports, and if they condensed
my speech too much for the understanding-
of the hon. member I will have to speak to
them about it. I endeavoured to give that
conference an understanding of what the
Government bad in mind for the future of
soldier settlement. When in Opposition I
was always active in matters affecting
soldier land settlement. I -was a member
of the R.S.L. Land Committee and took a
keen interest in such matters. I always
showed that interest ad I believe that any-
thing I did while in Opposition was done
fairly. Having assumed responsibility for
carr-ying on the scheme from where the. mem-
ber for Ledderville left off, I am doing all
in my power, with the assistance of Cabinet,
to push the scheme forward. The member
for Leederville has been slightly critical of
what I had to say.

Hon. A. H. Panton: I simply asked for
an explanation of it.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: When I
was one of the rank and file at the eon-
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ference in the previous year, I listened at-
tentively to the address delivered by the
then Minister. I remember him saying that
there would be no more of "the hard way."
Hle will recall that, I am afraid there
must still be a little of the hard -way. The
scheme is not so perfect that some of the
settlers allotted farms and dairies will not
have still to do a& bit of their farming the
hard way. It would he difficult to avoid.
The hon. member also stated that there had
been too much publicity. J quite agree.
Looking back over the statements published
during the last two years I believe it is
not an overstatement to say that many of
the forecasts given were unduly optimistic.
It must he realised that this is a tremendous
scheme that will not simply float along. We
have had our troubles in the past and will
have them in the future. The hon. member
mentioned Tootra, but I do not suppose
I can be held responsible for statements ap-
pearing in the Press over the name of the
chairman of the R.S.L. Land Committee.

Hon. A. H. Panton: I did not hold you
responsible.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS:- No.
I am simply replying. He did give me
some credit regarding Tootra.

Hon. A. H. Panton: He gave you the
lot.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I did
not want it. I1 assure the Committee that I
am not looking for credit.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: Crunch, crunch

The 'MINISTER FOR LANDS: I want
to get the scheme moving. As long as I
can do that and get the soldiers on to
their blocks I will be well content. Any-
one with even the commonsense of a school
child must know that a measure of credit
is due to the previous Government. I do
not want to take it away.

Mr. Reynolds: You are too modest.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: There
is nothing modest about me, but I do not
want to be misunderstood.

Hon. A. H. Panton: I asked thht the
credit be given to the staff officers who were
responsible.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
hon. member is justified in saying that
some credit should be given to the previous

Government. I also stated that not all the
responsibility for the delay in the scheme
lay with the Federal Director. I had good
reasons for saying that, I have no inten-
tion of taking any credit from the State
Director or his department, but there are
reasons for the delay, and the burden of
Mr. 'MeLaren's complaint was that he ex-
perienced great difficulty in obtaining from
this State the information which he felt
was essential to enable him to arrive. at an
intelligent decision on the projects under
consideration.

Hon. A. H. Panton: My hat!I

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I will
give the hon. member plenty more like
that.

Hon. A. H. Panton: You will need to.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Mr.
McJI4Iren stated that on several occasions
he had had to seek technical information
by approaching officers of the Department
of Agriculture direct. He felt a lack of
co-ordination between the Director of Land
Settlement and the technical officers of the
other Government departments. Even
when Mr. MeLaren had obtained informa-
tion he required by direct approach, he
stated he was frequently told that the in-
formation given represented the personal
opinion of the officer and could not be ac-
cepted as the official view of the depart-
ment. These are some of the reasons he
gave me. He said he felt this was a most
unsatisfactory position to place him in.

*Hon. A. H. Panton: Has Mr. Fyfe had
any chance to reply to thatI

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I will
deal with that later.

Hon. A, H. Panton: See you do not
forget!

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Gangs
of men have been on the properties for two
years and a lot of expensive machinery
was in use. That was the statement made
and the hon. member said I have stated it
was lying idle.

Hon. A. H. Panton: I did not say any-
thing of the sort.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: That is
what was said in'the Press.

Hon. A. H. Panton: That is untrue, like
a lot of the other statements.
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The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
lion. member said that 'we bed all this ex-
pensive machinery and that the work was
not being done.

Hon. A. H. Pandon: Tell us what the
expensive machinery was.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: There
were six or eight bull-dozers.

Hon. A. H. Panton: You are quite cer-
tain about that?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS- Yes.
Hon. A, H. Pan ton: Who owned the

hull-dozers?
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The

Public Works Department.
Hon. A. H. Panton: Then that is all

right.
The MINISTLER FOR LANfDS- They

are on hire to the Commonwealth Govern-
nment at so much per day,

Hon. A. H. Panton: They always have
been.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I
travelled over the areas and members op-
posite should not forget that I have been
on the land all my life. I take it I can
apply some practical thought to what I see
going on. I can take notice of what I see
and analyse the position so as to make up
my mind whether the machinery and the
men employed aria being used to the best
advantage. ecause I was not satisfied on
the point I referred the matter to Cabinet.
Mr. Metaren was present with the Premier
and myself, and after a discussion it was
suggested we should appoint a competent
field engineer to take charge of the outside
operations and co-ordinate them to see that
we got more practical work done and that
we obtained the best value for the money
expended. I think that should be my -re-
sponsibility.

Hon. A. H. Panton:.Have you appointed
the engineer?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: If I did
not accept it, I would be falling down on my
job.

Hon. A. H. Panton: Tell us whether you
have appointed the engineer.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The en-
gineer has not yret been appointed because
we are waiting for the results from what
has been described as this "most absurd'
committee."

lion. A. H. Panton: More absurd than
I thought!1

The MINISTER FOR LANDS9: It is not
an absurd committee, and I a~m sure we shall
get splendid results from the inquiry it Ai
making.

Hon. A. H. Panten: We will see.

T he MINISTER FOR LANDS: The hon.
member made certain statements as to what
the committee has been asked to do, hut
I am afraid he indulged in exaggeration be-
cause the committee was appointed to make
an inspection in the field.

Hon. A. If. Panton: I only took what you
said you were going to do, according to the
Press statement,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The corn-
mittee has done that and is now settling
down to marshalling evidence regarding the
financial aspects. I will get that as soon as
it is ready.

EHon. A. R, 0. Hawke: Would it not be
better to wait and judge the results instead
of guessing about them?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: There is
no guesswork about this. I can assure the
hon. member that when the committee does
submit its report the document will he of
pracetieal value.

Hon. A. R. '0-. Hawke: That will be the
time to decide.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: And
that is when we will decide. Dealing with
the dairy farm projects, 'Mr. MeLaren said
he was concerned as to whether the Govern-
ment; was aware of the very large amount
involved in preparing these projects and in
the ultimate cost to the State when the pro-
perties had to be written down to the eco-
nomic vque at which they could be leased
to the settlers. He said that the original
estimates of preparinrthese dairy farms had
been far exceeded, and that in some cases
the present costs-and the work has not yet
been completed-were four times greater
than the original estimate. He said he
thought that ultimately an amount of
£250, 000 would have to be written off the
dairy farms, of which this State's share
would be £100,000. He asked whether the
Government was aware of this liability and
whether it concurred in the projects as sub-
mitted to him by the Director of Land
Settlement.
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MAr. MeLaren strongly urged the Govern-
mnent to have an immediate inquiry into
the reasons for this excessive cost and
to ascertain whether better value could be
obtained for the money expended. ile drew
attention to the fact that in a number of
instances the original estimates had been
revised, hut the expenditure had already
exceeded the -revised figures, although the
farms were not yet ready for occupation.
For the information of members I shall
qjuote some costs incurred in connection with
dairy holdings, none of which has yet been
stocked or equipped with milking sheds,
neither have the houses been erected on
them. I have figures regarding four pro-
pert ies to indicate the extent to which the
costs have risen. The first property con-
cerns a dairy project, the purchase price
of which was £1,208.

Hon. A. H1. Panton: From whom was the
property purchased?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
name is not here.

Ilon. A. H,. Panton:- You do not know.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Of
course we know.

Hon. A. If. Panton: Then why do you
not tell us?

The MINISTE R FOR LANDS: The in-
formation is not here.

Hon- A. H. Panton: I see!

The 'MINISTER FOR LANDS: I can
assure the hon. member that it is quite all
right.

Hon, A. If. Panton: It is not all right.

The 'MINISTER FOR LANDS: I
guarantee that what I say is correct.

Mr. Hoar: Buying a pig in % poke!

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The hon.
member should not draw a red herring
across the trail. This is not a matter of

byn a pig in a poke;, what Ilam stating

Hon. A. H. Penton: If the property was
putrchased from the Rural Bank it might
cost that, but if bought privately the pur-
chase price might be quite different.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I am
giving an illustration of the costs that are
being incurred.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: Well, keep cool!

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I am.
With regard to this property which was
purchased for £1,268, the developmental
costs to date have amounted to £4,240. The
next property was one purchased for
£1,384 and to date the developmental costs
have amounted to £4,277. The next con-
cerns property the purchase price of which
was £089, and to date the developmental
costs have reached £5,097.

Mr. Leslie: Is that without a house?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes,
without a house. I will come to that later.
The other instance concerns a property
bought for £612 and the developmental costs
to date have reached £5,046. In addition to
the costs I have mentioned, it will be neces-
sary to erect dwellings at an estimated cost
of £1I,300, dairies and yards costing £700,
and stock and plant costing approximately
£1,800. That means to say that there will
be an additional expenditure of approxi-
mately £4,000. That shows that a dairy
proposition bought for £612 is to cost
£10,000 by the time the soldier settler takes
it over.

Air. Leslie:- And they will come to us in
the future and say, "See what the soldiers
have cost us!"

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes.
There are a number of other holdings in a
similar position. As these figures refer to
farms with a carrying capacity of from 40
to 50 cows, members will see that there is
cause for grave concern. The holdings
mentioned were mostly developed by hand,
but some work in the later stages was done
by machinery.

Hon. A. H. Panton: Now tell us the dif-
ference between the cost of hand labour
and machine-labour.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: There is
a big difference.

laon. A. H. Panton: Of course, there is.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The hun.
member mentioned the figures the other
night. Those given to me-I heard them,
and I do not forget these things--were that
hand labour cost £C28 an acre and bull-
dozer clearing cost from £2 _1Os. to £3 10s.
an acre. Those are my figures. They show
a tremendous difference, but the whole point
is that the work is going on and a lot of
the expenditure is not being checked, and
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I consider it most essential that it should
he checked. The figures I have quoted will
illustrato to members that there are very
good reasons for making a cheek.

It is not proposed that this committee
will examine all properties purchased, but
it will visit some of the estates, not to
cheek the cost of purchase, as surely after
all the inspections that have been made
these should be right, but to investigate
developmental methods and cost, and to
ascertain whether it would be possible to
place men on their holdings at an earlier
stage than is being done at present.

Hon. A. H. Panton: Will MeLaren agree
to that?

The 'MINISTEIR FOR LANDS; Yes.
'Members know that some of those proper-
ties have heen in the hands of the Govern-
ment for over two years, and it is not un-
reasonable to assume that it would be helter
to put es-Servicemen on those farms than
to employ managers to look after them.

lion. A. H. Panton: Havc you done that?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It is
being done as fast as possible. These notes
were prepared a month ago. I have been
waiting here for- threc. weeks to deliver this
speech.

Hon. A. H. Panton: You should have'
brought your notes up to date.

The M-NINISTER FOR LANDS: No-ono
has a greater set onl the Estimates than I
have at the moment. Still, I shall get over
that. Members will agree that the Govern-
ment's action in appointing a committee to
make these investigations is in keeping with
the view of the Rural Reconstruction Comi-
mission's finding to keep expenditure within
reasonable limits. The committee is one
consisting of members with the necessary
experience to advise the Government on this
suject. I have explained that I had in-
spected properties purchased for the
scheme and found that all was not well.'

Hon. A. H. Panton: That is all right, but
tell us what in your opinion is wrong.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I am en-
deavouring to do so, and am hoping that
the hon. member will understand what I
am saying.

Hon. A. H. Panton: You have not suc-
ceeded up to date.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I should
like to quote from Mr. MHeLaren 'a letter to
the Premier.

Hon. A. H. Pardon: MeLaren is putting
it all over you.

TIhe MINISTER FOR LANDS: No, he is
not.

Hon. A. H. Panton: That is what he was
always trying to do.

The M\INISTER FOR LANDS: It will
he thle day when he succeeds. After Mr.
Mebaren made the statement, he left for
a tour of thle properties in the South-West,
On his return, he said in his letter-

Followinig oil our disoLussions on Thursday
morning last, I spent two days inspecting dairy
farmi projects in the Margaret River,
Kudardup and Pemberton areas. From my ob-
servations andl discussions 'with the men
supervising the developmental work, it seems
apparent that the' whole orgavian-tion for do-
'celnplllent falls far short Of requirements.

Hon, A. H. Panton: What lbe does not
know about Western Australian land and
bush would fill a book. That is my ex-
perience of him.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I will
not send East and get his opinion of others.

lion. A. H. Panton: He knows my opinion
of him.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I am not
going to judge him. The information con-
veyed to us is that the Commonwealth auth-
orities are concerned about the criticism
that Las arisen in this State in connection
with the delay in settling Servicemen on
the land. From the various statements
made in Western Australia, it is evident
to the Comjnonwealth that the State blames
it for the delay. The general burden of
criticism is that, on account of the extra-
ordinarily high standard set by the Corn.
monwealth, it is impossible to settle
toldifs. on the land speedily. The
Commonwealth has not endeavoured to set
a high standard and is willing to accept
whatever standard the State cares to adopt,
having regard to the requirements which
the State itself would impose if it were run-
ning a scheme entirely on its own account,

Hon. A. H. Pan ton: The returned sol-
dier made all those statements about the
Commonwealth for a start.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The re-
quirements of the Commonwealth are fairly
simple, we have been told, but an extra-
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ordinary delay has occurred in giving Mr.
MeLaren the information he wants.

Hon. A. H. Panton: Bunkum!I

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It may
be bunkum, but I am enadeavouring to be
honest with the Committee and give both
sides of the question.

Hon. A. H. Pan ton: Will you give us
Mr. Fyfe's reply to that?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The mem-
ber for Leederville, in his speech, went on
to say that Mr. Fyfe would be asked to
explain his 2Y2 years' administration be-
fore the committee. That is nonsense; hie
will he asked to do nothing of the sort.

Hon. A. H. Panton: Where will the com-
mittee get its information?

The MINISTER MR LANDS: Mr. Fyfe
will be asked to supply the information,
but will not be asked to explain his 21/
years' administration. His time will not
be wasted in that way. Mr. Fyfe is a
hardworking, energetic and capable man.

Mr. Hoar: You would be lost without
him.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: He is
very conscientious and works nip-ht and
day.

Mr. Reynolds: Oh, no!

The 'MINISTER FOR LANDS;: Ye;, he
does. I have felt that a tremendous re-
sponsibility and burden have been placed
upon the shioulders of one man. Shortly
after I became 'Minister for Lands, I said
to him, "Mr. Fyfe, this is too big a job
for one man. The responsibility andI bur-
den are too great, and I should ]jike to see
some assistance given to you. I should like
to sgee a set-up in the form of a board, say,
of three mebr.

laon. J1. B. Sleeman: Another board!

The 'MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes, an-
other board that would be able to help him
curry the great responsibility. That is
what the Government has, in mind. After
this inquiry has been concluded, wve intend
to give Mr. Fyfe some assistance in run-
ning this big scheme.

Hon. E. Nulsen: How does the progress
of land settlement in this State compare
with that in the Eastern States9l

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I shall
give some figures presently. The hon. mem-

her made reference to my statement to the
Press. I was reported as follows:-

Although there were faults in the State
set-up of the War Service Land Settlement
Scheme, hie desired to make quite clear that
he was not looking for any scape-goat, Maid
the Minister for Lands (Mr. Thorn) when
speaking at the Land Con ference of the ]Re-
turned Servicemen's League on Monday. Mr.
Thorn said that the Director of Laud Settle-
nient (Mr. W. V. Fyfe) was one of the most
conscientious and hard-working mna on his
staff at the Lands Department, and was very
sificere in his efforts to miake the Land Settle-
meat Scheme a success. No existing faults in
the scheme could be attributed in any way to
Mr, Fyfo.

I meant that because members will 'hnder-
stand that, when things do not go right
with such a big scheme, a new broom coming
into office might be thought to be looking
for someone to blamne. I wanted to indicate
clearly that I was not looking for anyone
to blame. I was trying to find out where
the delays were occurring with the object
of doing all in my power to push the scheme
ahead. My first reference in opening the
conference was to Mr. Fyfe and his work,
but the Press did not report it; it merely
reported the actual body of the statement
that was made. I realised that that was
not qUite fair to Mr. Fyf a, and so next day
I asked the Press to publish my statement
regarding Mr. Fyfe, and it was published.
The statement was to the effect that Mr.
Fyfe was one of the most conscientious and
hardworking men on the staff of the Lands5
Department. The Press report continued-

The Government 's desire to set up a board
of management was actuated by the knowledge
that the scheme had grown to such proportions
that it was considered one =nn could not
reasonably be expected to carry out its ad-
m~in istrati on.

That is what we have in mind to do. The
hon. mnember, when speaking in the House,
said Mr. Fyfe had been doing a colossal
task. It was a colossal -task and I am in
agreement with the hon. member's reworks.
That shouild indicate to him how very neces-
sary it is that Mr. Fyfe should have some
assistance. I received a minute from himi
recently on another matter in which be
said-

Viewing this schemie for the settlement of
es-Service men comprehensively, it would ap-
pear that before the task of obtaining, Im-
proving and allotting farms can be completed,
a total expenditure of about £10,000,000 will
be necessary.
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That is another extremely good reason for
rendering, assistance to Mr. Fyfe. We have
made progress up to date. We have ap-
proved, pending allotment, 109 properties.
That was the position, of course, at the 30th
September last. We adopted the policy of
allotting as many properties as we possibly
could, even before the completion of the
contract. We have put the allottee on his
block and in that way have saved the cost
of a manager. We have cropped many of
the properties and the allottees will get the
benefit, to a large extent, of that cropping.
The department will collect the cost of put-
ting the crops in and probably the harvest-
ing of them, but I feel confident the balance
will be credited to the allottee.

Ili Hoar: Is every one of those 109 pro-
perties occupied today?

The M1INISTER FOR LANDS: No.

Mr. Hoar: How ninny are?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I can.
not supply the figures at the moment, be-
cause some of the allottces are not in a posi-
tion yet to take over their properties. Tho
Classification Committee, on which the ex-
Servicemen are represented by a past pre-
sident of the R.S.L., has classified 2,361
men, of whom 1,327 have been classified
as suitable and sufficiently experienced, in-
eluding those who only require eight weeks'
intensive training. The number of men
who have been classified as requiring prao&
tical training on approved farms is 408
but, owing to the fact that this trainig
eannot he commenced until an assurance ca.
lie given that each trainee wvill be allotted
a farm soon after the completion of his
training, the commencement of this type
(if training has been postponed iiidefinitely.

The Laund Purchase Board has considered
I ,618 oflers of properties. As a result of
its, work ani( that of the Chief Valuer of
the Taxation Department, Mr. V. L. Stef-
fanoni, who is also a member of the board,
Commionwvealth approval has been obtained
for the purchase of 193 properties, coin-
prising 600,781 acres, at a price of*
£1,346,133. In addition, Commonwealth
dlecision on the State's recommendation in
regard to properties valued in the aggre-
gate at £233,546 is expeeted at ai\ early date.
It is also expected that the land purchased
to dlate, as well as the re-conditioned dairy
farms in the South-West, will provide about

300 farms, including 66 which have been
allotted. I must point out that the infor-
mation I am giving the Committee is really
a month or more old. It represents the
position as at the 30th September.

H'on. A., H. FaPnton: There is not much
difference between the properties purchased
on the 31st March and those now acquired.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: We have
acquired many properties since March, as
the hon. member must admit. We have pur-
chased several big properties, including
Tootra and Glentromic.

Ron. A. H. Panton: Tootra, was practic-
ally purchased when I vacated office.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Exactly.
I give the hon. member credit for that.
Sheep to the number of 28,641, as well as
dairy cattle to the number of 2,471, are held
for the scheme. Of the dairy cattle, 1,400
are held by the Department of Agriculture
and 1,071 by the Lands flepartment. It is
expected that this supply will enable the
ex-Service men who are allocated farms to
obtain sufficienit stock to give them a satis-
factory start. The State has provided the
moneyF for the purchase of stock and plant
in anticipation of re-sale to settlers and also
for certain cash cropping on unallotted pur-
chased properties. A total area of 8,52S
acres has been cropped for wheat on pur-
chased holdings. On an area of 20,519
acres pasture has been established, and in
addition 20,370 acres have been top-dressed.
The amount spent on the development anti
p~reparationi of farms to the 30th September,
1947, is £e309,786.

Hion. A. 11. Panton: Is that since the
inception of the scheme?

Thme MTINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes. The
total area of the 66 farms allotted is 72,45:3
acres. The p)1I1chasing of properties is pro-
eeedin- at a satisfactory rate and now that
most of the valuation difficulties have been
overcome it is expected that quotas of farms
will lie advertised as available for selection
at a greatly increased rate. That is my ease
for soldier settlement.

Hon. A. H. Panton: It is almost word
for word mine of last year.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No.

Hon. A. H. Penton: There is not much
difference.
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The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
position has greatly improved.

Ron. A. 11. Pantan: It should have.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: We have
a tar better understanding now with the
Commonwealth Director of Soldier Land
Settlement. We have been given the O.K.
as to values,and are now able to work un-
restrictedly.

liHon. A. IT. Panton: What do you mean
by "given the O.K. as to values?"'

The M1INISTER FOR LANDS: For the
iniformnation of the member for Leederville,
I may say that one thing wvhich was holding
lip thep scheme, so far as our director was
concerned, was that lie could not get the final
values from the Commonwealth. That was
the director's statement and I believed it.

lRon. A. II. Panton: You mean that hie
could not get approval for the value placed
onl them].

The MIINISTER FOR LANDS: The
position has improved greatly. I had a
discussion with the director this morning
andt he said he felt confident about the posi-
tion. He is now able to go ahead and we
ought to begin to make real progress. We
expect to advertise another 25 wheat and
Sheep Properties for allotment before Christ-
mas. Although progress has been very slow
indeed, and will not be fast enough for some
time to come to suit soldier settlers, we
shall be able to make quicker progress now.
I wish to deal briefly with the Department
of Mi_ ration. Members are aware of the
agreement between the Commonwealth and
the State regarding migration. Under it,
the State is responsible for the maintenance
of the migrants for one week after arrival
and for their transportation to their destina-
tion. Under the agreement each State was
to receive an equal share of the first year's
quota, the number for Western Australia
being 900.

This State has so far received 1,002
migrants. This was due to the fact that
the Commonwealth floverament was anxious
to retain the services of the British trans-
port Asturias, and decided that the vessel
would be turned around at Fremantle, with
the result that Western Australia received
no fewer than 928 migrants on that ship.
Included in these 'yere 158 children brought
out under the scheme. The plans pre-
pared for the reception of migrants did not

provide for such a large number arriving-
on one vessel but, thanks to the co-opera-
tion of the shipping company, Harbour
Trust, Customs Department, Comnmonwealtht
and State Immigration officials, Police Ile-
partment, transport aufhorities and bag-
gage agents, the ship was cleared to the
satisfaction of all concerned. It is re-
ported that the number of passengers landed
from the Asturias was the largest to are-
rive at any Australian port.

The migrants wvere cleared from the yes-
set in 21/ hours. The work was greatly
facilitated by the medical and Customs ex-
aininations being performed in (iagc Roads
on the evening the ship arrived. The
migrants going to the country were taken
to Point Walter Hostel, those for the met-
ropolitan area being released to the nomni-
nators at the wharf. The hostel was pre-
viously an Army camp and the conversion
has not yet been completed. When it is
finished, the hostel will house 300 migrants
and the reception staff. The conversion
has been expensive, but half the cost wvill
be met by the Commonwealth.

Many favourable comments have been
made by migrants on the way they have
been received in this State; and, out of all
those who orrived in the Asturias, ol'y
three families needed temporary accommo-
dation because of unforeseea difficulties out-
side the control of the department or the
migrants. I am pleased to state that these
migrants have now been satisfactorily
housed. I would like to pay a compliment
to our State officials for the way they
handled the situation. They went out onl
the Sunday night and established contact
with all the people who were landing here.
They were all tagged and put through their
medical examination and landed, and were
away in 21/2 hours, a wonderful perform-
ance and a credit to our officials. They
tackled the proposition rather nervously
because they were keen to do a good job
but did not expect everything to run as
smoothly as it did.

We have taken over the Point Walter
camp and are making improv 'ements to it.
The Commonwealth Government will bear
half the cost, but the camp will belong to
the State. The accommodation is nice. We
have done all in our power to make the
arrangements homely, so that new arrivals
will feel they are being received in a
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friendly manner and are welcome, and that
we arc out to do all we possibly can for
them.

Mr. Kelly: How long do they remain
there?9

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Most of
the nominators are there and take them
away within a day. Some have only one or
two meals at the camp, and then away they
go. In the ease of a miscarriage of arrange-
ments, we look after the migrants for up
to a week at a charge of 7s, a day. In one
or two instances the nominators have done
the disappearing trick and the migrants
have been left hornele~is. In those circum-
stances, people may remain there a fort-
night before we can find. accommodation
for them.

Mr. Mfar Then the local member gets
them!

The M1INISTER FOR LANDS: That is
the privilege of the local member. I know
the local member would he only too pleased
to receive them and care for them. I know
that, being a local member!

Mr. Mfay: The Government is relying on
that, is it?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No, we
do not rely on that sort of thing, but I
agree that it sometimes happens.

Mr. May : Are children entitled to en-
dowment immediately they arrive4!

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I could
not tell the bon. member that. The child-
ren go to the church homes.

'Mr. May: I was referring to children in
families.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: That is
another matter. I cannot tell the hon. muem-
ber. Trning now to the Rural and Indus-
tries Bank, there is an estimated increase
for salaries and an estimated decrease for
incidental expenditure. The appointment
of additional personnel to the staff has been
necessary owing to the extension of the
bank's business, and expenditure has in-
creased on account of basic wage adjust-
mnents. The initial costs necessary to the
required set-up of the bank were heavy,
and the Estimates now provide for reduced
expenditure on such items as printing,
stationery and building alterations,

The Commissioners are the approved
authority for the administration of the

Commonwealth Re-establishment and Em-
ployment Act, and the costs for the ad-
miniatvatio1 thereof are borne by the
Commonwealth. The figures shown in the
Estimates cov er the gross expenditure and
the gross estimated expenditure, from
which, it will be observed, have been de-
ducted the actual recoup by the Common-
wealth of its portion of the costs and the
estimated recoup we anticipate receiving
for the ensuing year. It is estimated that
in this regard the costs for both years will
be more or less the same. The busines
of the hank is increasng dlaily. The insti-
tution i.9 very short of accommodation. We
are sevarching- Perth at present for extra
accommodation because the volume of busi-
ness coming to the hank cannot be handled
in the existing premises.

Mr. Graham: What is the number of ac-
counts?

The M1I-NISTER FOR LANDS: I do not
want to disclose that at this stage, but I can
assure the hon. member that business is
very brisk, and it is pleasing to think that
our foresight established a State bank that
will be of great value to us in the future.

R'on. A. H. Panton: So long as you do
not gire it away.

The MXINISTER FOR LANDS:- That is
what I have been waiting for.

Hon. A. H. Panton: I am glad I helped
you out.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I sup-
pose that in 12 to 20 years time there will
be a change of Government.

Hon. A. H. Panton: That was when they
gave it away last time.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I hope
the new Government on that occasion will
not give this bank away; but I am afraid
that if the A.C.T.U. -passes a resolution in
Canberra and instructs Western Australia
to hand the bank over to the Commonwealth,
it will he handed over. But'I hope that will
not happen.

Hlon. A. H. Panton: Who started the
bank, anyhow?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I have
told the hon. member before that I always
give credit where credit is due. It waa his
Government that started the bank. The
Labour Government started the bank, and
it is one of the best things that Government
ever did. I control certain funds and I
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gave the bank the whole of the business of
that little co-operative concern that I con-
trol, because I had such confidence in it,
and because I was so pleased to see a State
hank started again. The amount that this
concern handles is £102,000 a year, and that
passes through the bank. This little co-
operative company of which I am chairman
has £35,000 on fixed deposit with the bank
at present. I have sufficient confidence in
it to support it, and I am glad to be the
Minister controlling it and hope that it will
never be given away.

HON. A. HE. PANTON (Leederville)
[9.50J: We would think, after hearing the
Minister for Lands, that I set out to criti-
vise him severely before he introduced his
Estimates. As a matter of fact I made
it very plain that I was raising certain
questions so that he could answer them.

The Minister for Lands: I do not think
you -unduly criticised me. I only tried to
answer the questions you put forward.

Hon. A. H. PANT ON: I am glad the
Minister said he tried to answer them, be-
cause he wats a long way from doing so.
I am pleased that he recognises that the
scheme is a colossal one. I was all the time
trying to say that 'while I was Minister
for Lands, but the present Minister and a
few of his colleagues of another organisa-
tion were somewhat doubtful. It rather
galled me to hear some of the criticism.
In my speech on the Address-in-reply, I
asked the 'Minister, when he introduced his
Estimates, to give usq some explanation of
where this costly machinery was that he
talked of. I submitted sonic figures then
showing the necessity for the machinery,
arnt? I asked him to tell us why he thought
the machinery was, expensive if it was effi-
ciently carrying out the work it was meant
to do. He briefly glided over that by saying
there were six or eight bull-dozer% some-
where, without specifying their location.

As a matter of fact, the work was 'being
done for quite a long time by hand because
we were unable to get the machinery. The
Lands Department never owned a bull-
dozer, or any part of one. We had to hire
bull-dozer., from the 'Public Works Depart-
ment, and it took us a long time even to
do that. But my argument has been that
we reduced the cost of clearing-particu-
larly in jarrah and redgum country-from

something like £35 an acre to about £12..
The Minister mentioned £2 per acre. He
was talking about sucker bashing, and not
clearing.

Hon, A. R. G. Eawke:']He was not too
sure of what he was talking about,

Ron. A. El. PANTON: Had there been
sufficient efficient machinery from the in-
ception of the scheme--long before I had
anything to do with it-the cost per acre
would have been greatly reduced. Any com-
petent farmer will agree that the bull-
dozers are making a wonderful dif-
ference in the clearing of land where-
ever they operate. I watched bull-dozers
go through country at Pemberton where re-
growth had taken place on abandoned group
settlement properties. It was like seeing a
big machine go through a crop of wheat. It
wvas astounding. No machinery is costly if it
is efficient and economical at its job.

The Minister for Lands: You made the
point that it must be kept workingc, other-
wvise it is costly.

Hon. A. H. PANTON: This machine was
paid for at so munch per day, under contract,
when I was there. If it did not work it was
not paid for. When there was rain and it
could not work, no payment was madie. I
ain particularly pleased to hear that Mr.
McLaren has turned a complete sommersault.
I had a lot to do with him. I believe he iii
%-erv efficient but like many other Federal
officers he was trying to conduct a land clear-
ing and land settlement scheme in Western
Australia from a Sydney office. Not one of
thenm is able to do that. When the Chair-
man of the Coal Commission tried to tell
rue something about his efficient coal officers,
I told him that it w~as immaterial to ine how
efficient they were, they culd not work a
Collie coal seami from an office in Sydney.
That applies to land settlement.

'Mr. Mlay: And it still applies.
Hon. A. H. PANTON: Yes, and to other

industries and departments. The reason for,
the disagreement between 'Mr. Fyfe or the
M)inister for Lands and Mr. MeLaren was
that notwithstanding that all the costs and
plans and everything else were forwarded
in most detailed form to 'Ar. MeLaren, he
continually scat them back to us for more and
miore detail, because of his want of know-
ledge of the land and the land clearing in
this country. I am pleased that the Minister
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has discovered that'the valuers are now be-
coming a little more plentiful. We have ex-
perienced difficulty all through'in regard to
valuers. The Minister has left alone the
question of dairy farming. When the scheme
was first advanced, it was on the basis of
35 cows to a property. Every dairyman that
I spoke to in the South-West was of the
opinion that that was a sufficient number
for one man and his wife. But Mr. MeLaren
and his colleagues suddenly decided, after
all the plans had been sent and surveys made,
that it should be on the basis of 50 cows,
and he insisted on that. His decision meant
that the whole of the survey had to be done
again.

Where we had knocked two farms into
one, we had to knack three into one, so that
instead of having 300 odd farms we came
down to 268. That was not done in a day.
Mr. MeLaren and his colleagues absolutely
insisted on it. I spoke to scores of dairy
farmers in the South-West and they all ad-
mitted that once they got beyond the 35-cow
basis they had to employ labour, and then
the trouble started. The Minister has had
a good deal to say about what the hoard
will do. I will be particularly interested in
the report, and I hope the Minister will
lay it on the Table of the RHouse.

One of two things will happen. We will
find fault with the present officers who, the
Minister admits, arc working day and night
on the scheme, and they are to a large ex-
tent under the supervision of the Common-
wealth Government, or rather Federal
olflcers-I do not think the Commonwealth
Qovernment knows niuch about it. As I
said on the Address-tn-reply, I agree that
Mr. Fyfo has too much work to do. But the
more we looked at it the more difficult it he-
eakne to find n method to oveleome the posi-
tion. The job was one where a general super-
visor was needed. The Minister knows
that Mr. Fyfe had elassification hoards, l and
valuation boards and other boards working
Under him all the time. They were corn-
pleting their work, and putting it up to him
as supervisor, so that he could make his
recommendations to the Minister.

I do not know whether Mrt. Fyfe will be
chairman of the proposed board, but if it is
to consist of two or mnore men it must mean
that it will have to sit to make decisions,
instead of one man doing the work. There
may be a lot of advantage in having three
persons deciding an issue instead of one,

but my experience is that where three men
deide an issue it takes a lot longer than with
one man. I do not think this board will be
of any assistance at all. If a competent
assistant director can be found, and the
director is prepared to delegate certain of
his work to him that, in my opinion, would be
the solution of the matter. Mr. Fyfe was
director when I went there, and the work
was 'well in hand.

After all, we have to pay some regard to
the director who is at highly paid official.
If he can see no good reason for the appoint-
ment of an assistant it is ditficult to push
one (on to him. The Minister said the posi-
tion had improved considerably, and I say
the people of Western Australia would have
been disappointed if it had not. If an archi.
tect plans a five-storey building and founda-
tions are built sufficient to carry it, the cost
of those foundations will be out of all pro-
portion if the building is not carried beyond
one storcy. If it is carried to the fifth
storey the cost of the foundations will not he
out of proportion, and that is the position
bf this scheme, We were asked to do the
job with few men and no machinery, and
the job went on..

On behalf of the staff of the department
I claim that the foundations of that settle-
ment scheme were 'well and truly laid. With
that foundation, if the scheme is not im-
proving now it must indeed be a poor old
scheme. The Minister was quite wrong in
the deductions he drew from what I said
about the report of his speech that appeared
in "The West Australian." I asked a ques-
tion ah~out his disjointed speech, as it ap-
peared in the Press. I was interested in
many things that'appeared in that speech.
and they did not appeal to inc. As a citizen
of the State and the representative of an
electorate, I was entitled to ask for informa-
tion about those matters. I hope the scheme
will be a success, and I know it wiUl be
costly. I do not think anyone has said it
will cost less than £10,000,000 before it is
finished, and when the Minister quoted three
or four properties bought at a certain price,
he did not tell us where they were. The
fact is that he did not know, They might
have been taken over by the Rural Bank
with mortgages left on them from the old
group settlement scheme. They were just
wild forest that had to be cleared and put
into working order.
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I venture to say that wvithout bulldozers
that work would, have cost a great deal
more than it did. I do not know where thie
places are that have no timber on them.
When I last saw these areas they hal
cottages on them, and milking sheds. Cer-
tainly they had not the class of houses on
them that the Commonwealth was demand-
mgp. On the 31st March last the Common-
wealth said that under no circumstances
would it agree to men going on to farms
unless properly built houses were provided.
A~re did cvervthing- we could to get the Corn-
monwealth to spend £400 or £500 on the
existing cottages, with a guarantee that pro-
per houses would be built later, when the
materials position allowed that to he (lone,
but 'Mr. MeLaren would not agree.

I even spoke to his Minister, who said that
he had to act on the representations of his
officers5. M1r. 'MeLaren was one of those
olficer,. and I think he 'was a difficult man to)
get on with, not that he was unsympathetic,
hut because he was working- 2,000 milelt
away from Western Australia. I discussed
land clearing with him and lie had no idea
what it would cost to clear our country.
He protested bitterly about country we had
already taken up and were topdressing. It
was already growing beautiful feed, but he
protested because there was still dead tim-
ber on it. In the Premier's electorate there
is. land on which there are hundreds of dead
trees, hut the cattle there are sleek and fat.
Mr, McLaren wanted to see open plains of
beautiful grass or clover, without a single
tree.

Mr. Leslie: He does his farming on papar.

The Minister for Lands: The Common-
wealth Department of Agriculture or
Economies would he to blame for that.

Hron. A. H. PANTON: I had to deal with
Mr. MeLaren and his staff and, if they have
seen the error of their ways, I am pleased
to hear of it, as that will relieve the anxiety
of our Western Australian officers to a large
extent. I hope, with the Minister, that the
scheme will he particularly successful, and
every time he can reduce the cost of a farm
by 25 per cent. or 50 per cent. I will
applaud him. I bad the temerity to say on
more than one occasion, when addressing
the R.S.L., that I was hopeful I would be
associated with one successful land settle-
ment scheme.

The Minister for Lands: You will hu
associated with it.

Ron. A. H. PANTON: No, the Minister
will see to that. I have been long, enough
in politics to know that one may lay a
foundation stone but not open the building.
I asked the ex-Premier, Rion. J. C. Willcek,
if he would lay the foundation stone (of
the Royal Perth Hospital.' He said, "No.
You lay it, and I will open tile hospital1."
There have been two Premiers since then,
and the hospital is not, yet opened. It is
no use the Minister saying I will be as-
sociated with the scheme, unless he is pessi-
mistic enough to think that I -will be'back
in his seat by that time.

The Minister for Education: But you
were associated with it for two years.

Hon. A. H. PANTON:- Had I been as~-
sociated with it for two years I might haveL
completed it. I am sorry the Minister has
not cleared up the matters I raised, to my'
satisfaction, but perhaps when I can come,
to his offie and read the report I will find
out what the trouble really was.

MR. LESLIE (MIt. 'Marshall) 110.81: No,
matter how optimistically we view the pro-r
press made in land settlement in the last
two or three years, or at any time since
the scheme was initiated, we must realise
that the disappointments that existed a
CORSI'derable time ago are still with us.
Though wve did hear from the Minister to-
night a note of encouragement for the
scheme, I had hoped there would be a great
deal more on which we could base a con-
fident outlook for its future success, Hav-
ing heard what I declare to be neither more,
nor less than an alarming report of the re-
marks made by Mr. MeLaren, I fear that
there is room for pessimism rather than
optimism in the future outlook of the
scheme. We have been concerned at the
delay but now its looks as though we must
be equally concerned about the cost of the
scheme.

Hion. A. H. Panton: It will not be the
soldiers' cost.

Mr. LESLIE: 1 agree, hut in years to
come the soldiers will be blamed for the
expenditure and they will be told what they
cost the country to put them on the land.

2090



[20 Novmxe, 1947.] 09

Hon. A. H. Panton: They cannot blame
the soldier for costs incurred before he
goes into occupation.

Mr. LESLIE: Well, those heavy costs
are there. It cannot be any encouragement
to the State or Commonwealth Treasurers
or to the Cdnmmonwealth Bureau of Econo-
mics, to enter upon this scheme and its ex-
tension with anything like enthusiasm.' If
the inquiry that the Government has set up
is to be responsible for stopping the in..
creased costs, it will have accomplished
something, but we have to see what the
result of that inquiry will he, what recomn-
mendations -will be submitted and what
their effect will he if put into force.

Hon. A. R. Panton: The increased costs
are there; the inquiry came too late.

Mr. LESLIE: I join with the Minister
and the member for Leederville, as the
formner Minister, in. paying a tribute to
the staff of the Soldier Land Settlement
Department. I do not propose to pick on
any officer in order to pay tribute or to
condemn. As a member of the R.S.L. Land
Committee, and judging by the reports that
have been given to that committee I assure
members that we are more than satisfied
that every officer in that department is not
pulling his weight. There is incompetency
somewhere. I say this to the Minister-

Mr. May: You cannot, because he is not
there!

Mr. LESLIE: He can read my remarks
if he likes.

lion. A. H. Pan ton: You are optimistic!

Mir. LESLIE: Just as a senior clerk is
responsible for the actions of his junior
clerk; just as the head of a department is
responsible for the actions of every officer
under him-

Mr. Needhamn: Big fleas have little fleas,
and so on.

Mr. LESLIE: Yes, in the same way the
Mlinister is responsible for his department,
and eventually the Government itself is
responsible. If there is one weak link Inthe administration, it is the task of the
'Minister, as a duty to himself and to his
Government quite apart from the duty he
owes to the State, to sift the position and
find out the officer responsible.

-Mr. May: Is he not doing that?

Mr. LESLIE:- I do not know; I have not
heaAd. The Minister has not told us that
he has found out anything. Possibly the
committee that is inquiring into the whoke
matter may be doing that job, but I do not
know, I am only saying we are satisfied
that not all the officers of the department
are pulling their weight, and I am satisfied
that there is incompetency. Whebber it
is due to lack of knowledge or just in-
ability I am not prepared to say, but we
are satisfied that incompetency exists. If
the M1inister hopes to see the scheme pro-
gres at a greater rate, and if he hopes to
s .ee this Government stand high' in the
electors' favour, somne remedial steps must
be taken, Housing and education are im-
portant matters, but the Government will
be Judged to a large extent on what hap-
pens with regard to soldier settlement. The
provision of houses and other amenities of
life is just part and parcel of the neces-
sary work of -government, but the ques-
tion of soldier labd settlement affects the
development of our State. Those people
provide the wherewithal that enables the
State to maintain its economy. Thus it is
of paramount impor tance, that its speedy
sucecss should be ensured.

[Mr. Brand took the Chair.]

Hon. A. H. Pan ton: You can be certain
that 635 per cent. of the settlers will be
taken off and others put there.

Mr. LESLIE: I do not like that very
much. We do not regard that as develop-
mental, but I will deal with that later.

Eon. A. H.L Panton: That is what will
happen.

Mr. LESLIE: Much has been said about
land settlement in the bard way. I am in
agreement wvith the member for Iaeder-
rulle, but we do not want the hard -way if
it can be avoided. I emphasise those words,
"if it can be avoided." No soldier settler
is afraid to. go the hard way, but it all de-
pends on what we mean. by the hard way.
We do not expect that the man should go
on the property merely with a "Kelly" to
start with.

Hon. A. H.L Panton: That is what I all
the hard way.

Mr. LESLIE: We do not want that. Ap-
parently, it is expected that before these
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men can go oni the land they must be sur-
rounded with every comfort and modern
convenience.

lon. A. H. Panton: They will not get
that.

.1r. LESLIE:. That seems to be the
standard aimed at.

Hon. A. H. Panton: Nonsense! Talk
about modemn houses and luxuries!

Mr. LESLIE: We find today that if a
farm is not equipped with them and put
into a state of production with everything
up to a certain standard, there is nothing
doing. Those of us who arc dealing with
soldier land settlement matters cannot as-
certain exactly what is the standard aimed
at. All1 we can find out is that the costs are
going up. I could take members to a farm
that was a proper economic Proposition
when taken over and today it is still with-
out a soldier settler on it. The property is
undeveloped and there is no work being
done on it. Had that 'farm been bought
on an ordinary commercial basis, Wvhich
would have been reasonable, the settler
could have gone on it straight away and
have continued operations. Instead of that,
the farm has been denuded of the machin-
ery, the stock has been taken off and all
that has been done there is that a few. extra
acres have been cleared and some fences put
up. Apparently some argument arose be-
tween the State and the Commonwealth-i
am only surmising that-as to how much
the soldier settler 'would be charged. The
whole thing was tied up with red tape.

Ron. A. H. Panton: Not red, but white
tape these days.

Mr. LESLIE: In any event there was
plenty of tape used. Highly valuable, ceo-
nornical and profitable propbisitions were
taken over bolos bolus, and yet today they
remain neglected. All that we' can aind
out is that someone says the required stan-
dard has not been reached. The previous
settler on the land found it a payable pro-
position and has retired to live a life b41
well-earned rest. People like that indi-.
vidual were able to work the propositions
in good and lean years. In the circum-
stances can anyone tell me that such farms
were below the required standard? The
important standard in connection with a
farming property is its economic produc-
tive standard. To suggest that it is neces-

sary to have on the property a £29,000 house
for the settler, his wife and family, with
two or three bedrooms and as many bath.
rooms, is absurd.

Hon. A, H. Panton: Now you are exag-
gerating 1

Mr. LESLIE:- That seems to be the stand-
ard that is aimed at,

Hon. A. H. Panton: There is no water on
the farms, so what is the good of having
two or three bathrooms. You are talkinig
rubbish.

Mr. LESLIE: The position is that though
a houise is necessary for the comfort of the
inhabitants of the farm, it is of no assist-
ance from the standpoint of production.
There are mnany farms today on which the
farmer works successfully. His family
live happily in a house costing £500 or
£600, and the property has been built up
the hard way, little by little. That farm
is a payable proposition because it is not
saddled with borrowed money as is the farm
which has a valuable house on it, built up
in one hit. I believe in these men enjoying
every conceivable comfort, and if the "hard
way"~ spoken of is intended to mean that
these soldiers desire to avoid anything iii
the way of adding improvements to their
property by their own efforts, I say those
who use that term are doing the soldiers a
discredit, because these men have guts
enough to go as far as that and I am con-
fident thaj they will do so.

Hon. A. H. Panton: You want to tell Mr.
MeLaren that.

Mr. Hoar: The houses in the wheatbelt
must be of a better class because there are
no houses like that in the South-West.

Mr. LESLIE: Mr. MeLaren was in Wes-
tern Australia a little while ago, and met
the Minister for Lands as well as the Pre-
mier. We very much regretted that he did
not descend from his high and mighty
dignity to consult with the common fry like
the II.S.L. Laud Committee, where he would
have heard something of what the soldiers
expect mid the way in which they thought
the scheme was breaking down. It is all
very well for him to say that the State is
falling down on its job. During last Par-
liament-I do not say this unkindly of the
Government; I had the information from
outside Government sources--the suggestion
was made that the Commonwealth was fal-
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liug down on its job, Then we had Mr.
McLaren coming over here and saying that
the State was wrong and the Commonwealth
was innocent of blame in the matter.

Mr. Bove]]. He has a Commonwealth
complex.

Mr. LESLIE: A fortnight ago, MrT. fled-
man appeared before the, Federal Confer-
ence of the R.S.L. and said there had been
too much passing of the buck and that the
Commonwealth had been at the receiving
end and that he was fed up with it.

Hon. A. H. Panton: I can imagine that.

Mr. LESLIE:- He spoke of this high
idealistic scheme, and five minutes after-
wards he said that the Commonwealth never-
theless insisted on certain standards. Where
the hell is his consistency?

The CHAIRMAN: Order!
Hon. A. H. Panton: I would not have

expected that from a good Presbyterian.
Mr. LESLIE: That is how the land settle-

ment business has teen going on right
through the piece. It has been a question
of one getting out from under and tearing
the other to take the knock. I hope that, as
a result of investigation by the committee,
we shall ascertain the truth as to where
the trouble lies. I em not prepared to
accept Mr. MeLaren's statement that the
Commonwealth has departed from its high
idealistic standard.

Hon. A. H. Canton: If it ha;, that has
happened since the 31st March.

Mr. LESLIE: I had the privilege of meet-
ig Mr. MeLaren in Canberra and discus-
sing this matter with him. He was backed
by Mr. Crawford, of the Bureau of Eco-
nomies, and would not budge. He was
insistent that ex-Servicemen should not be
placed on farm properties unless -they could
walk into a house, probably have their fur-
niture moved in-the Commonwealth seems
prepared to do that for them-have a meal
cooking on the fire and fat sheep grasing on
the pastures.

Mr. May: Are you sure you are not crag-
geratingi

Mr. LESLIE: No, the property had to be
in production and up to standard in every
way. We informed Mr. MeLaren that some
of the dairy farms taken over in the South-
West had houses on them, the rooms Of
which were not lined. There is a shortage
of building material at present, but at that

time there was a far greater shortage of
the plasterboard required for lining than
there is today. We suggested to Mr. Mc-
Larea that it would he a matter of only 12
months or so before such houses could be
lined and that meanwhile the soldiers should
be permitted to go on -the farms, as they
were quite prepared to do, provided they
received a definite undertaking that this
work would be done for them. Mr. Me-
Laren's reply was, "No, they are going on to
places only if they nre up to our standard."

Mr. Hoar: The standard at Northcliffe is
pretty low.

MY. LESLIE: I hope to see the standard
attained at some time or other, no matter
bow high it might'be.

Mr. Reynolds: What would you suggest
as an alternative?

Mr. LESLIE: I have a suggestion to
make. The Minister has mentioned the idea
df appointing a board.

Mr. Reynolds: Another one?
Afr. LESLIE: I agree with the Minister

that this job is too big for one man. I am
not concerned at the moment as to how we
can relieve Mr. Fyf a of the 'tremendous
burden that has been placed on his shoul-
ders. If a board can give him that relief,
I shall be quite happy about it. But it will
require more than a board, more than assis-
taneoe to Mr. Fyfe and even more than the
change of Government to remove what 'we
consider are the fundamental weaknesses of
the scheme. There are fundamental weak-
nesses that are militating against the sue-
cessbzl working of the scheme and, before
those weaknesses can be overcome, it will
be necessary for a better relationship to be
established between the Commonwealth and
the State. 'We must have a better under-
standing between the two Governments.

Hon. A. H. Panton: That is what the
Premier thinks about finance.

Mr. LESLIE: If our chances of securing
a better understanding on the scheme be-
tween the Commonwealth and the State are
no greater than the chances of bringing
about a better understanding in the financial
field, heaven help the scheme!I

Hon. A. H. Panton: You will not get
help from heaven, either.

MXr. LESLIE: That is what I think.
There is a fundamental weakness because of'
the insistence upon dual control.

11
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Mr. Hfoar: Last March you blamed the
Labour Government. How have you come
to alter your opinion so quickly?

Mir. LESLIE: I blamed the State Gov-
ernment for nothing more than the fact that
it had not told us what was happening.

lon. A. H. Panton: Just now you said
that you knew what was happening.

Mr. LESLIE: I happened to know.

lion. A. H1. Panton: Then why did you
want to be told?

"Mr. LESLIE: But the public has not been
made aware of what has been going on.
When the member for Leederville occupied
at sent on the other side of the House, I
told himi as "Hansard" will show, that I
knew all about the schemne. Of course I
knew, hut I wanted the then Minister to
tell us. I wanted the information to come
from him because it -would then have been
supported with authority.

lion. A. U. Panton; There is such a thing
as exorcising diplomacy when you are trying
to straighten out a ' Aificu~ty, instead of
butting your head against a brick wall.

Mr. LESLIE: Disorderly as inaterjections
.-rc, I can agree with that remnark by the
lion. meniher. iPerhaps my attitude also
was dictated by diplomacy. Had th ,ere been
honesty, we might have got somewhere. I
deplore the fact that Mr. MeLaren on his
visit here should bt~e -tried to maintain
the dignity that might become him in Can-
berra but is quite out of place here, and
that he should have ignored the people most
vitally concerned, apart from the Govern-
mnent, However, I hope that his visit will
result in a clearing up of some of the diffi-
culties, even if it is only to find out which
was the lying party.

Hon. A- H. 'Pan ton: It will be worse yet.

Mr. LESLIE: I welcome him here at any
time.

The Minister for Education: Ile is a past
master of obfuscation.

Mr. LESLIE: The Minister for Educa-
tion has made a delightful quip. I must
turn up the dictionary and see exactly what
the word means. So concerned was the
R.S.L. Land Committee about the position
of soldier ]and settlement that it made a
careful investigation into this scheme. I
want members to realise that this land com-

mnittee has to go to its masters, the Annual
Congress, in the same way as members of
Parliamnent have to go to their masters when
an election is held, The committee, through
sub-committees, examined as far as it pos-
sibly could with the information at its dis-
posal the whole set-up of the Land Settle-
ment Scheme. It prepared an informative
report and made recommendations which it
submitted in the first place to the R.S.L.
Executive, by whom the report was accepted.
The members of the R.S.L. Laud Confer-
ence, as I think the member for Leeder-
vifle will admit, are as hard-beaded and
balanced a body of men as one could wish
to meet. They adopted the report.

Hon. A. H1. Panton: They also agreed to
the present scheme.

Mr. LESLIE: That is so, I feel it is,
as well that the Committee should he in-
formed precisely what the representatives of
the men, who are desirous of taking advan-
tage of land settlement opportunities which
were promised to them as a reward for their
service to the country, think of the set-.up
of this scheme. The report is rather lengthy.
hut I crave the indulgence of the Committeel
to read it, as I think members will find it
informative. The report was prepared prior
to the Land Conference of the R.S.L. which
was held at the latter end of September,
and the figures mentioned in it might be sub-
ject to some slight alteration. The report
reads-

After a surre y of the provisiens of the War
Service Land Settlement Scheme, av they apply
to Western Australia, with an examination of
the processes' adopted for the implementation
of the scheme and the results achieved to
date, your Committee finds as follows-

1. Procedure and Results: (Applications):
In the early stages of the schieme, thre Deputy
Director of Land Settlement, Mr. W. V. 1'yfe,
in conference with the R.S.L. Land Committee,
estimated that 3,000 farms could be obtained
for the settlemeat of er-members of the Forces
in W.A. from three sources, i.e-

(a) Abazndoned farms, the property of the
Rural Bank;

(b) Repurchased estates, which could be
sub-divided;

(c) Crown lands which could be used and
developed.

It was also estimated that the number of
ax-members of the Forces desirous of
settling on the land and likely to apply for
settlement under the scheme would be ap-
proximately 8,000.
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Here I digress in order to remaind miesa-
bets of the time when this report was pre-
pared. Continuing-

Nearly two years have elapsed since the Act
governing the scheme became law by passing
the Commonwealth Parliament, and about 18
months since it was ratified by. the Western
Australian Pa'rliament,

Various boards and committees were set up
to carry out the provisions of the Act and the
resulits to this date would appear to be that
2,606 ox-niombers of the Forces have applied
for land under the scheme, of whom 242 have
been classified as suitable and sufficiently ex-
jierieneed, without any training whatsoever,
to conencc fanning; 1,214 have been classi-
fiedl as sufficiently experienced but require a
short intensive training course of eight weeks;
409 have been classified as suitable but re-
quiring varying periods of liratical training,
ranging fronm six mouths to two yearsi; 73
have been found unsuitable and there remains
2.31 applicants to be classified. Of tile balance
of the applications 184 have been withdrawn,
239 have cancelled their apiplications and 14
have been declared not eligible. Actually, a
total of 3,131 applications have been received,
lint 520 have been transferred to the Rural
Bank for settlement under the £1,000 loan pro.
visions of the He-establisbmient Act.

I draw the attention of'memnbers to the fact
that the estimate of 3,000 applications wvas
nearly right. The actual number was a little
over. Continuing-

2.. Farms allotted and estimates for the
future., At this date, 24 wheat and sheep aud/
or grazing farms and 2.5 dairy farms have been
;allotted to successful applicants who, however,
have not yet been permitted to eater into oc-
eupation. This delay is due to the financial
dctails,- connected with the provision of loans
for stack, plant, fixtures and operating, not
having been completed; and also the assess-
meat of the annual rental and other repayment
cha rges. Absence of finality in regard to them.
im~portant provisions has prevented a finial
agreement being nrri-vpd at as lbetweeni the
successful applicants and time administering
authority.I

Mr. Nalder: That agreement has not yet
been finslise~d.

VA
Mr. LESLIE: I believe that is still the

hold-up. The report continues-
The Director of War Service Land Settle-

mnent estimates that in the near future a fur-
ther number of farms wiill become available,
but it would appear that, owing to various
eniwes, the estimate of 3,000 farms being likely
to be obtained under existing conditions and
made available for settlement tinder the scheme,
is very wide of 'tme mark. It must also be
borne in mind that .in additioa to the three
sources from which it was originally intended
that farms would be available, as mentioned in
paraigrapha I (a), (b), and (c), tne authorities,
consequment on pressure brought by the R.S.L.,

Li1£0]

have decided to purchase single unit farms, and
have purchased some, where these could meet
the conditions required -under the scheme.

As it sceins, therefore, that tile number of
farms which ill ultimately be acquired under
the seene will be very short of the 8,000 mark,
your coammittee has given some attention to
this d(isappointing aspect of the sceeo and, aw
a result of its inquiries, con siders that sine
of the reasons9 for this are--

(,a) 1. The very high and idealistic stand-
ard set by the Commonwealth as to 'what shall
constitute an economic farm Liait.

(2) The elimination from the scheme of
land situated within the limits of certain do-
finied areas which have been arbitrarily die-
t'larofl to be, in general, unsuitable without
dune regard being given to the circumstances
associated with individual properties and/or
even larger areas within those defined limits.

Among the specific eases which came under
the comlmittee ' 5 notice in this connection
were ;propertics at Cowcowiag near Wyalkat-

ejeKununoppitt and Cabbin. All of these
have been most successfully productive pro-
perties.

3. &. too rigid insistence on declared
minimumi area for individual farms, regard-
less of' past economic and productive records
of the farm. This applies also in connection
with the acquisition of individual unit farms
offered to the authorities.

(b) 1. The difficulty of acquiring large
estates for subdivision. There is a definite
relnctance on the part of some owners of
such estates to dispose of them and the Goy-
ernmeLts, both Commonwealth and State,
lack the power to compulsorily acquire such
properties except in the case of the State
Act but under condition& which are practi-
cally incapable of being sattisfactorily ap-
plied.

(2) An apparent disinclination onl thle
part ol' landholders to dispose of properties
at 1942 -values in view of the deflated value
of the currency and the high prices of farm
products. Thmis is definitely a factor in the
case of single-unit farms placed on the mar-
ket in consequence of fhe desire of the owner
to reliquish farming.

(e) 1. The fact, apparently, that practic-
ally ito Crown landls are considered by the
ConUinonwenith as suitable for settlement
under the scheme.

We advance this further reason: That
nothing has been done up to the present in
the snirl~er closer settlement line to acquire
-holdings, i.e., synall mixed farms, orchards,
vineyardsa, citrus, ;arket gardens, poultry,
etc., etc.

3. Comnut:
Ex-,nmlmers of thle Forces are still apply'

ing to be classified under the scheme and it
,4vould appear that under existing conditions
not -a possible halt of the applicants will
ever get farms. This means that the unsuc-
cessful applicants, together with their wives
and families, will be unsettled and resentful,
hoping against hope and not knowing what
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the future holds for them. On the other
hand, those who are successful might be well
considered a privileged class.

At the samte time, tine successful appligants
will carry a big. responsibility so far as their
firms are concerned, because the size and
scope of these farms will make it necessary
for them to empnloy nlinost permanent labour,
wit 4# its attendant high costs aind need for
up-to-date liv ing conditions.

I want to leave this report for a moment to
say that that is where the idealistic stand-
ard of the Comimonwealth comies in, im-
posing a burden onl the farmsa which at
present it will he impossible for them to
carry.

Ron. J1. T. Tonkin : What Mr-. Mehcaren
said was not right, then.

Mr. I2ESIAE: I dlid not say it was.

Hon. J. T. Tonkini: Tile 'Minister did.

Mr. LESLIE: That remains to be proved.
This report continue-

It would also appear that the 409 appli-
cants who have been classed as needing
train ing of a practical nature will never ob-
tamn farms, as the rural training scheme ap-

Sears to be quite dead, although the Act
ales specify "that the fact of an applicant

having no knowledge of farming will not be
a, bar to him being eligible for a farm.'"

In ease the member for Leederville might
think this is4 a criticism of his Government,
I would point out that this is a Federal
condition laid down by the Commonwealth
Government and a foolish condition, too.
A man must have a farm in sight before
he can be granted training. He is not al-
lowed to he trained until he is allotted a.
farm and, when he is allotted a farm, he is
expected to go on it. We have requested
an alteration, hut Mr. _MeLaren remains
adamant. The report goes on-

There appear -also to be very grave and
great dific-ultics in reaching that stage where
the farms, after acquisition, can be finally
handed to the settler for occupation. That
is where it is at that perfect stage of devel-
opment and improvement required by the
conditions of tine sehlfme. This is due to a
very n-onsidernlle extent to the great dislo-
cation caused by industrial and social unrest
which inns resuilted in a chronic and protract-
ed shortage of all coummodities necessary' to
equip farms with houses to the required stan-
dard, plant and fixtures.

To this must be -added thme unfortunate
difficulties always ilberenlt iu any system of
dual control (that is, Coinimonwealth and
State). There is also delay due to the seem-
ing]ly inescapable volume of administrative
intricacies connected with land transactions
involving an enormous area of country. These

include inspections, valuations, classifications
of soils, estimnation of productive capacity,
examination of Acts and search of titles and
relevant details.

Furthermore, up to this date there appnears
to be no de(finite provision, in the case of
agent States, in regard to such vital matters
as providing for the purchase of stock and
plant and finaincing the settler, the charge
.and repayment arrangements far existing
fixed irmproventents, and( the actual rental
charge to be p~aid by tine settler.

I come now to the recommendation of Ibis
committee adopted by thep State Executive!
and the 1947 Cong-ress. They are, as fol-
lows:-

4. Hecommendations:
The Land C'oamnittee of the R.S.L. consid-

ers that their first duty is to the men thecy
represent-that is, all es-members of thg
Forces-and that thne land setleument promises
made in the Press, over thme air, through the
Services educational scheme and iA the many
pamphlets published and distributed to
serving personnel, should be carried into
effect.

That as it would -appear that, under the
existing conditions -attaching to the War
Service Land Settlement Scheme, only about
one-third of the applicants who have been
classified as suitable, both with and without
further training, will obtain farms, other
measures must be introduced if those ex-
members of the Forces are to have an oppor-
trinity of finding homes on- the land.

Apart from bringing back into production
some group settlement holdings and making a
few farms out of large estates, the present
War Service Land Settlement Scheme does
v'ery, very little towards assisting the future
development of this State. If there is to be
stagnation in its agricultural development,
there is very little chance of Western Aus-
tralia. going ahlead as it should. When authi-
ority submits, by way of explanation and
excuse, that tine scheme provides that
''settlement opportunities rather than the
inuimber of applicants shall be the guiding
prineiple.'' they not only deny to ex-members,
of time Forees their reasonable expectations
loased upon their understanding and accept-
ance of promises made, but they also deny to
Western Australia its particular and natural
avenue for developmnent, progress and natural
expansion.

We theref ore recommend-
1. That the State Government be ur-ged

to innmediately enter into negotiations with
tine Commnonwealth. pointing out tine failure
of thle War Service Land Settlement Scheme
to fulfil requirements in. regard to both the
numbers of ex-mnembers of the Forces de-
sirous of settling on the land and the
natural development of Western Australia.

2. That as the aguricultural loan tinder the
Xe-establishiment Act inas been successful, so
far act the £1,000 permits, that lnoan lie inecs-
cat to !E3,000 wtith similar precautions to those
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of the Wair Service Land Settlement Sc heme
in regard to the suitability of the applicant
and the land.

3. That more favourable consideration be
given to the inclusion of smaller mixed f arms

amsmaller holdings, as instances ae in
evidence where such holdings have develop-
ed prosperous comamunities in time State.

4. That practical training for those appli-
cants classified as requiring it be comimenced.

35. That lte State should becomte a prini-
pal in the War Service Land Settl ement
Scheme, instead of being merely an agrent,
and should provide, biy le~isantioa that-

(a) Any sale of farming land, the net
annual value, cir the unimproved capital valve
of which exceeds a sum to be agreed tmpon, to a
person other thman a member or ox-member of
the Forees shall, unless the 'Minister consents
to the sale, he void and of no effect.

Such consent shall be given or refused
within twenty-one days after application by
the vendor.

Such consent not to be refused unless be-
fore such refusal a member or es-member of
the Forces has lodged an objection to the
sale of the land.

(b) Advances be made to assist anY ex-
member of the Forces, classified as eligible
and suitable, to-

1. Acquire a farm;
2. acquire additional land in order to bring

a farm owned by him to a siZe suffici-
ent to enable it to be operated effici-
ently;

3. discharge a mortgage or other encum-
brance onl a farmm owned by him;

4. effect permanent inmprovemecnts on a farm
owned-by him.

5, That provision made to safeguard the
settlers against losses be apportioned be-
tween the Commonwealth and State as
laid down under the W.S.L.S.

The aggregate amount of all advances so
made in respect of any farm, not to exceed 90
Per cent, of the valuation, and net to exceed
£5,000.

(e) Repayment of advances under (b) to bE
over a period of 50 years.

Tnterest to be at the rate of two per cent.
per annumi on the outstanding balance of the
aldvance.

(d) Advance to be made to assist any ex-
member of the Fores to effect other than per-
minaent improvements; for working on living
expenses, or for the acquisition of stock, plant
nr equipment.

Repayment of such advances to be over such
period a' may he agreed upon and the interest
rate to he 2 per Cent. per annum on the out-
st-snuding_ balance from time to time.

T hn'-e had the pleasure of listening to him
at RPfNcTi Soldieris Land Cnferences and his
views (on landI Oetlemniet are very practical.
)teiner4 will !-_-ree that that report is prac-
!it-al. First of all it surveys the position
I'mid smv-; up tk'- result of the survey. It

refors to the weaknesses and makes recom-
mendations to overcome the present failure
to iad a sufficient number of farms speedily
encugh to give satisfaction to the es-Service-
men desirous of settling on the land. It will
be noticed that reference is made in the
report to the fact that uinder the 'War Ser-
vice Land Settlememnt Scheme no provision
is madce as to who is to supply the settler
with stock and lplant, or who is going- to
finance, him. T know of a ease where a
farmer was prepared to dispose of his farm
at a eertain price. The War Serviee'laud
settlement peopile inspected the property
and so did tip-. Treasu 'ry officials. They
agr cd to pay the farmer his price for the
farm as it stood-property, plant and stock.

The report of the valuers showed that the
valuation of the farm land, without the
plamnt, and stc, was in excess of what the
owner considered was a reasonable division-
Inl Other words, the valuation of the stock
and plant was high and, as the stock and
plant had to be taken over by the State, it
meant that the land would be taken over by
the C'omnmonwealth at 'a ridiculously low
price. Instead of the farm being treated as
one unit and the property allotted to a re-
turned soldier, the various sections of the
farm had -to he divided uip so that the State
carried the burden of the sto~k and plant
And the Commonwealth that of the land.
Bectuse of that, the farm remains
unallotted. The plant and stock have been
remcved and a caretaker put in charge.
What has happened over the arrangement
about th Price, I do not know. The posi-
tion today is ridiculous. I have referred to
the fact that there is someone in the depart-
ment who does not know his job. One of
the reasons for arriving at that conclusion
is that valuable plant, which is unprocur-
able at any price, has been permitted to be
sold andi dispersed instead of being retained,
so thit it could have been ultimately allotted
to a soldier settler. When these farms are
allotted we will not have plant and -machin-
ery a-deqntatelr to equip them. Delays arc
occurring everywhere, and I urge the
Mimnistr-, or this committee of inquiry, td go
through the department with a tootheonib.-

Let uts not only look fdr mistakes made at
the top, or where the Commonwealth om- the
State is to blame for the delays; let us,

find ut w a )rt even the Thin'emger boy
has Played. We hare beard thbe Minister
say thmat we will be dealing with £10,OOooQ(
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eventually. We cannot afford to let any
individuol, high or low, young or old, play
a part which will militate against the sue-
cess Of the scheme. I commend that to the
Premier and to the members of the Govern-
ment because the Government will be
judged, after a reasonable time, on what it
has done for the development of the State,
and soldier land settlement offers a glorious
opportunity for development. If they are
found to have failed they will suffer the
penalty.

The 'Minister has siaid that the position
has greatly improved. I know that many
more farms have been alltotted, but still the
people are not on the farms. We consider
that a soldier settler is on the farm only
when he is in occupation, has signed the
lease, started to produce on his own account,
and is not on a wages or caretaker-basis
without a knowledge of his future com-
mitments. It does not satisfy us simply to
say that farms have been allotted. While
we are satisfied that there has been an i n-
,crease in the purchase and allotment of
,estates, we say the successful application of
The scheme is to be judged only on the basis
I have mentioned.

I want to make reference to' one or two
other matters dealt with by the Mfinister- In
connection with migration, I hope the.
Minister will tell us whether we have the
right of pre-seleetion of migrants. I am
not going to he content, and I hope the
average Western Australian will not he, to
allow someone to select any Tonm, Dick or
Harry, or any Gustav or Antonio to be
sent to this State. We must reserve to our-
selves the right to select the type of immi-
grant and, if necessary, to reject an immi-
grant after be arrives if we believe he is
undesirale I -want the Minister to advise
zmembers whether the State has the right to
pie-select immigrants. The best immigrant
Australia can have is our own stock, and,
even if it takes a little longer, I would
s-ooner that we bred a pure Australian than
-flooded the country with undesirable ele-
ments from abroad. If this Government,
in vonjinction -with that of the Common-
wealth, did more to encourage the popu-
lating of the country by our own people.
there would he no need to appeal
and search for immigrants as the Common-
wealth Government is doing today. I do
not know -where "Lands" ends and "Agricul-

tare" begins on the Estimates, The two
subjects are so intermingled that I find it
difficult to separate them. There are other
matters that I wish to 'deal with, hut I
think that can be done under the Agricul-
ture Estimates.

[MI. Perkins resumed the C'hair.]

RON, IF, J. S. WISE (Cascoyne) [11.21:
1 know that one or two members are
anxious to speak '021 these Estimates and
it was not my intention to rise at this
late hour, but I did so deliberately to
ensure that the Estimates are not agreed
to without opportunity being afforded
to one or two who are-as was the
Minister just now-temporarily absent from
their seats. The Estimates, as introduced by
the Minister, gave members a review of the
anticipation of the activities of his depart-
ment-his principal department-judging
by the fact that the title of "Agriculture' is
usually not assumed by that Minister.

The M1inister for Lands:- That is so.

Eon. F. J. S. WISE: I am. hoping that
his anticipations regarding ]aad settlement
and development will materialisc. Mlembers
know that over a long period it was my re-
sponsihility to have the administration of the
Departments of Land and Agriculture. In
those depart inents I endeavoured to make a
contribution of permanent character to the
welfare, in the fat ure, of this great State.
In connectiodi with thbe Lands Department
there were many things of which I am sorry
the Minister did not speak, because I am
sure that, in the future, activities that we
commenced will have to be continued. I refer
to the difficulties associated with the recon-
struction of areats that suffered severely
during periods of drought and of low prices.
I wonder whether this Government will con-
tinue the policy of giving those settlers who
selected land in the outer areas the oppor-
tunity to have their land re-priced. The
activity initiated by the Government that I
was privileged to lead, in re-valuing land
from Ajana to Kalannie, gave many
people in those areas a new prospect and
outlook with a definite trend towards
stability.

The Minister for Lands: Was that the re-
construction scheme?

Hon. F. J. S. WISE: Not only that
scheme, as applied to marginal areas, but the



[20 NOVEMBER, 1947.] 29

re-pricinig scheme, as applied to outer areas.
I hope the Minister has a continuing policy
in that regard.

The Minister for Lands: I think it is go-
ing on, just the same as it was.

Hon. F. 3. S. WISE: It is important that
those people should have the opportunity to
succeed. The purpose of my rising having
been served, I will no longer delay the Com-
mittee. I hope the Minister is assisted in
having a speedy passage for his Estinatc9.

Mr. HOAR: I move-
That progress be reported.

Question put and negatived.

MR. HOAR (Nelson) [11.63: 1 am rather
imlpressed by the fact that the present Min1-
ister for Lands is beginning to appreciate
the difficulties that must confront anyone, in
these early postwar years, in an endeavour
to establish returned soldiers. on the land.
The Minister has not always been like that,
nor have the members of his Government,' as
is easily recalled. In 1945, about three wveeks
after the end of the Pacific War, the then
Opposition, and. the present Minister for
Lands in particular, moved a motion which
could at that time be considered only as a
motion of censure on the then administra-
tion under a Labour Government. He and
other members spoke on that matter at con-
siderable leng-th, bnt at no tune did he, or any

suceigspeaker that I have been able t
trace in "Hansard," have anything detri-
mental to say of the then Labour Govern-
ment in this State. In fact, on numerous'
occasi4ns, they used the opportunity of that
debate-and that of a succeeding debate on
the Soldier Land Settlement Bill ps-oper--to
praise the then administration. Although
this reference may take time, it is important,
in order to indicate how easy it is for indivi-
duals in a short period to change eomlpletel 7
their ideas-and to some extent even their
personalities-just because they have some
temporary authority and responsibility
thrust upon them. The motion at that time
mn.oved by the member for Toodyny, now the
Minister for Lands, was-

That a large number of members of the
Forces have been discharged and are con-
tinunqusly making inquiries as to land settle-
ment conditions. The particulars. of such con-
ditions cannot yet be given to them notwith-
standing that some of the inc~uirers have
been discharged for nearly three years. This
House views with alarm the failure of the

res-3oasible authorities to put into effect.
schemes applicable to such settlement and
calls for an immediate announcement that the
necessary legislation will b~e placed before
the House this session so that there will be
no prospect of such delay and risk of failure
as will be likely if the announcement is de-
ferred until the apprbach of the time when thu
bu~lk of the members of the Fighting 'Forces
will be seeking repatriation.

In moving that motion in relation to soldier
settlement, the hon. member said-

I wish to state at the outset that I moved
a similar motion about twelve mnonths ago
owing to the urgency of the matter and I
still claim that it is a very urgent matter to
he dealt with by the Commonwealth. As re-
gards our own State Government, the present
Premier, whbo was then Minister f or Lands
and Agriculture, and undoubtedly supported
by Cabinet, paid a great deal of attention- to
this subject. 1 know from personal expe-ri-
ence that he has put all the energy possible
into it and has a full knowledge of its
urgency. He also has an excellent knowledge
of land settlement.

,He further stated-
I have had the pleasure of' listening to

him at Returned Soldiers' Land Conferences
and his views on land settlcmcnt are very
practical.

If the Common wealth Government would only
take more notice of him, and be guided mere by
State Governments which have a knowledge (if
these affairs, we would make far mere pro-
gress. T wvish also to compliment the ex-Min-
ister for Lands on his'selectiun of the Controller
of Land Settlement in this State. Until s-
cently, when I had the privilege of mieeting
Mr. Fyfe iii conference with othersq, as a mem-
ber cf the Soldier Settlement Land Committee
of the R.S.L., I only knew him-prnetically
speaking-by name, as Surveyor General, but
after hearing his views I ain sure thait the Gov-
ernmelnt has made a wise selection there. He
is a practical man indeed, and if the Premier
and .Mr. Fyfe ran press their views on the
Commonwealth Government, soldier settlement
will not be a failure, in Western Australia at
all events.

He. continued in that strain and in doing
so Inak the opportunity to praise the then
Labour G4overnment. Other speakers also
had an opportnity a little later to dis-
cuss the Bill that came before the House
in connection wvith soldier land settlement.
Speaking in the House on the 27th Nov-
ember, of that year the present Minister
for Lands, in his capacity as member for
Toodyny, said-

I assure the Mdinister I will be only too,
pleased to congratulate the Government, when
the scheme comes into operation, if it turns
out bc be as good as be suggested it wiU be.
We have learned, or should hav7e learned, a
tremen donis lot from our last soldier settlement
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scheme. Many schemes have been put up on
paper during the last year or two regarding
the rehabilitation of our ex-19ervieemea from
the last war. I anm afraid some of them are
breaking down very badly. I have confidence
that our Soldier Settlement Scheme, in this
State, is under the right management andI the
right set-up, and will be successful in establish-
ing our soldiers on the land on this occasion
in a manner that will give them every op-
portunity to succeed and become prosperous
settlers. I say in all sincerity that I believe
we will, wake a good job of the scheme. I am
sure the Government will have the full co-
operation of this Parliament. I feel certain
I am speaking for every mnetiber on this side
of the House whvn I say we are prepared to
co-operate with the Government and help in
every way possible to make a success of the

4eheme, and] to render what assistance we can
to that end.

So there can be no doubt about what was
in the present Minister's mind at that time.
He knew that the Labour Government was
doing everything humanly possible to
establish men on the land as quickly as
it could and under conditions most con-
ducive to the success of their future lives as4
taniners. The present Premier also had
something to say wvben discussing the Bill
and be at no time had any criticism to
offer against the Labour Government- In
fact, he urged the Government not to be
stampeded in any wxay whatever. He
said-

The Minister also said that he wns not
going to be %tamnpedeil. I think hie is right
there. T have heard it said that lie is not
being 'atampuded. A good deal of the failure
of land settlement in the past ean be attributed
to tim hutrried mnethods that were adopted.
Then' was the cry to go on the land and the
resuitont rush to put people on the land with-
out the c-areftul preparation that was needeC.
Again f think the Minister will have to be on
his guard bsecause I believe attempts will be
made to stamnpede him in regard to this par-
ticular scheme.

The Premier: That was pretty sounfl
advice.

The Minister for Lands: And we have
been pretty consistent. -

Mr. HOAR: T will come to the Minister's
consistency later on.

The Chief Secretary: And it will be later
on, too.

Mr. HOAR: That is not my fault. Next
I d-sire to quote a statement made by the
Deputy Premier, who was then the Leader
of the Opposition. During the course Of'
his remarks he said- '

The Federal legislation which enabled this
agreement to be made by the Commaonwealth
Government was passed only a few weeks ago.

He was complaining of the delay that had
occurred with regard to the set-up betweeti
the Commonwealth and the State, and said-

The difficulties that have been imposed upon
the State authorities in consequence are, in my
view, very considerable. We find the Director
of Land Settlwnent-eager to press forward,
eager to answer every question placed before
him in a manner that would give a definite
reply to his inquirers-obliged to say, "I1 an,
ticipate this will he so. I hope this will be so.
I expect this will be so. But it must await the
passage of tegisation."I

That state of affairs was reached three
months after the cessation of hostilities. It
does not reflec!t any great credit on the Com-
monwealth Government, which has heen telling
us for between twoa and three years of the
wonderful achievements that have been planned
in respect of soldier settlement and other piost-
war reconstruction. fin my view it reflects no
credit at all. The credit, if there be any credit
due, is upon the State authorities; and I only
wish they were in complete control of this
matter without ny Commonwealth interfer-
ence at all.

The reason I have gone to the trouble. of'
reading so much from "Hansard," of 1945,
is that I want to establish in the mind of
members the atmosphere that existed in this
Chamber on both sides, which, at the
conclusion of the Pacific war, w as
that everyone who remembered the experi-
ence with soldier settlement after the 1914-
1018 war desired, by all possible means, to
co-operate in evolving some scheme whereby
the failures of the past were to be no longer
possible. At no time during any of the
debates in the House with regard to the
Soldier Land Settlement Scheme, widi there
any real criticism from any Liberal or
Country and Democratic League member,
and certainly there was none until jus.t
before the last State election. Then there
4vas a different outlook entirely. Those who
had previously supported and given their
co-operation to the Labour Goverhmnent, he-
lieving as they said that that Administratin,
ivas doing as good a job as possible under
the Commonwealth-State set-up, then sought
to do everything they could to mislead the
people regarding the true position. That was
in Mlarch last.

I had no intention of speaking along these
lines until a few days ago, when I perused a
copy of the Policy Speech enunciated by the
Leader and other members of the Country
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and Democratic League at the recent general
election. Because of a paragraph included
in that speech, I felt it necessary tonight to
tell members exactly what I think about
people who willingly change their minds at
any tick of the clock, and endeavour com-
pletely to mislead the people on this and
other subjects merely to gain some political
advantage. The paragraph to which I refer
wins a direct contradiction -of everything t.
have quoted this evening from "'Hansard,"
and it read-

Ert-servicemen's Land Settlement: Ia the
i)auqt three and a half years we have continually
pointed out to the Government the necessity for
eairl 'y planning or for sitedy action in coanec-
tion with this mutter. Oin tint 14th August,
19145, we moved an amnendnment to the Address-
in-reply stating tine impending end of hostilities
found the State Government and Commonwealth
Government almost totally unprepared to deal
with this matter and the kindred matter of
housing. No motion was ever more justified.
Jn r-eplying the Deputy Prentiey said thle
motion was prteImature. Had it been moved 22
nionthsi after the end of thef war, and the posi-
tion then no better, it would have been .just!-
fled. After four years of talk, and after IS
months of peace, with 3,000 applinants waiting
-miany of whomn have been disclharged for
four or five ,years-not one has been provided
with n farmi wlhile the best years of their lives
nre steadlily paissing by.

The answer to the question was always nil
and even now the Premier only hiopes that
some will he settlerd dnirinng tinis flinancial
year. hbnt you and I are tired of being told
nil! nil' nil! nhe (iovcrnent is entirely
involilet eat in tinis matter.

That was the State Governnment to which
reference was being made.

The shamn of passing tine linek to the (Com
nmonwealth was. exposed whnen the 'Minister
for Post War Reconstruction at Canberra
hail stated that. 4if the nunnier tof approved
aliIinants, it was unikl tha .5 e cent.
would be settled withnin three years. and
tHant the initiation of settlennent proposals
annd the selection of settlers were matters
for the State, on winose functions the Comn-
oonwealth Gonmxernnent did not propose to
t respainss. WVe undertake thant tine utmost
viatinr trill h a nplied to renncdry this lOsitioii
and that settlement will proceed without de-
laY.

lion. F. J1. S. Wise: You must be a
favoured person. T was refused a copy of
that.

.%r. HOAR: I dlid not seek it. What I
wvishi to ask is;: What sort of a Government isj
it that will deliberately adopt such an atti-,
tude in order to gain political advantage Y
We have heard tonight, both from the
Minister for Lands and the member for Mt.

Marshall, that today they axe blaming the
Commonwealth Government. The only meason
for zhis is that the State elections are over.
Membhers opposite have taken over the reins
of Government, iruiludiug, of course, the
Lands Department and are finding, particu-
larly in regard to soldier settlement, that
they are quite unable to make speedier pro-
gress than the previous Government made.
We have heard tonight from the member for
.Mt. Marshall a statement emanating from
the R.S.L. committee that, round about
August of this year, some 50 farms were allo-
cated. They are precisely the same farms as
were offered for allocation just before the
defeat of the Labour Government. They are
the ones that were advertised at that time.

The Minister for Lands: That is not sot.
You are exaggerating.

Mr.i HOAR: The Minister was not able to
give us the correct figures regarding the 109
farms ready for allocation. He could not
say how many were occupied, hut if the
nnmier is any more than the 50 quoted by
the inenber for MNt. Marshall, it-is very few
indeted. If that is all that the preent Goev-
erment, after all its promises to the people
last March, has been able to do in seven or
eighlt months, if they hare been able to do
no macre than people the farms advertised
by the previous Government, then they have
not wipied any of the cobwebs away.

The t,%immster for Lands: They were not
ad; tertised by the previous Government.

Mr. IIOAR: I want to know where we
stand. Within four weeks of the, new Govern-
ment taking- offive, Ministers turned round
and condemined the Commonwealth. I have
a statement hr the 'Minister for Lands in
which lie accused the Commionwealthm Gov-
ce-nment of red tape. Ile said soldier settle-
ument was hainpcered by the red tape of C'an-
berra professors and economists,. That was,
said soici toni- weeks after he and his col-
lea-rs assumied ollic, and I svy that Minis-
ters ant ;omnersaulting fromn one position to
another just as suits their politie'al require-
meals. In' the first place they found no
fault with the Labour Government untiV the
State elections occurred last March. Now
they are prepared to switch around and lay
aill tlhe blame on the Commonwealth Govern-
ment. On the 30th June "The West Austra-
lian"i printed the following from the remarks
of the Minister for Lands-

Under the conditions of the War Service
Scheme, land settlenment opportunities were

t
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very limited in this State. Of 1,455 proper-
ties already offered most of them were not
suitable for settlement. The supply of ac-
ceptable farms was limited and there did not
appear to be much 'prospect of meeting pres-
ent experienced applicants' demands in less
than four years.

That was a statement from people wvho pro-
mised the world to electors only a few short
months ago. They said, "Give us the job to
do and we will get these men on the land."
They have got no men on the land, and what-
ever progress has been made during the last
eight months would have been made whethe 'r
the Labour or Liberal Party were in power,
the simple reason being that the foundations
bad been laid after careful thought and pre-
paration by the Labour Government in con-
junction with the Commonwealth. Thus it
made no difference to land settlement when
the change-over took place.

What I complain of is the dishonesty of
people who wvill go out to the electors of the
country and distort the truth and the facts
as they are known. According to the Minis-
ter's speech, there is no doubt in his mind
that he has a difficult job to do. What I
complain about is that be dlid not tell the
people last Mlarch how difficult the job was.
What he and his colleagues then told the
people was that it was a comparatively easy
job so long as they took their courage in
their hands aafd changed the Goveinment.
Last March the then Opposition faced the
electors on the alleged muddling of the
Labour Government. T'here is mnuddling going
on today and there are cobwebs; I can give
the M1inister an instance. I am referring to
the Northcliffe area for which the previous
Government is not responsible.

Some two years ago I had occasion to com-
plain to the then Minister for Landii of a
situation which I thought might prov'e detri-
mental to the civilian population at North-
cliffe who through the years hadl opened up
and developed that country. The Minister on
that occasion told me it was necessary to put
a blanket over land settlement at Niwtheliffe
until such time as he and the department
had determined how many of the vacant hold-
ings were needed for the War Service Land
Settlement Scheme. Now that the whole of
that area has been closely investigated and
the blocks that are- needed have been selected
and paired off to make farmls of the size
laid down under the Act, we find that,' in
addition to the blocks required for the
scheme, quite a number of isolated single

blocks are still available for selection. When
I was In Northcliffe last week I saw in the
xvindow-of the Rural Bank a list of 35 bank
blocks available for selection, but tied down
entirely to selection by returned soldiers.

Mr. Leslie: Under what 'sehemel

Mr. HOAR: Vnncr the freehold scheme.
Servicemen who do not want to participate
in the leasehold scheme and are eligible for
the loan of £1,000 may apply for one of
those blocks, just as elsewhere, and all the
blocks on the list of the Rural .Jank are re-
served specially for returned servicemen. I
claim that that is denying living- space to
civilian families who have been developing
that country for 20 years. That is quite
wrong. There is no moral justification for it.
I know for a positive fact that, had there
been no change of Government last March,
th ose blocks would have'been made available
on a fifty-fifty basis.

The Minister for Lands: You do Dot know
anything of the sort. You approved of the
policy when oil this side of the House.

Mr. HOAR: I 4o not mind telling the
M1inister that I have discussed this matter
already with his predecessor, who made it
perfectly clear to mie that once the dpart-
inent was satisfied that it had accomplished
nil that it could in the matter of joining
blocks together for the general land settle-
ment schemen, the remainder of the blocks. in
that area. Would he made available onl a*
fifty-fifty basis. It is only rig-ht that that
should be so. There arc many farmers at
Northcliffe whose sons grew up. during the
War period. T he ions were unable to enlist,
as somne wvere too young and others were
nianpowered. Consequently they were. Lin-
able to don the uniform and fight for their
country.

But what just ification is there for deny-
iog those, people land which is in their own
district, where they were born and trained
as farnmers? There is no moral justification
at all. That is another cobweb which the
MN.inister can brush away as soon as he can
put his mind to it. The whole set-up is
wrong. Having made inquiries through his
department, in addition to inquiring of the
previous Mlinister for Lands, I have no
doubt in may mnind that the previous Govern-
ment knew% exactly what it "'as op against.
It knew the difficulties of the past and the
history of the country just as members on
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the opposite side of the Chamber did. It
was such a serious subject to present to the
people that the least -memhers opposite
could have done was to tell the people the
actual truth.

Mr. Leslie: You smothered it up.

Mr. HOAR: I am not smothering it up.

Mr. Leslie: I say that your Government
did.

Mr. HOAR: When a Minister comes out
with a, statement, a few weeks, or a few
months after the election, to the effect that
hie could not see how he could allot suffi-
cient land to eater for applicants for f our
years, and kept quiet about Vie fact in
1arch, I say that is not treating the sub-
ject fairly.

Mr. Leslie: You did the same before that.

'Ar. HOAR: I am not smothering any-
thing up. I am quoting the exact words of
the hon. member's leaders. If they do not
like what I am saying, they should not talk
like that.

The Minister for Lands: Who advised
the ex-Minister and who advises me? The
Director of Soldier Land Settlement! We
have the samne adviser.

'Mr. HOAR: The MKinister is satisfied to
fallow in the footsteps of a Government
which made a good job. What I com-
plain of is that the Minister did not tell the
people.

The Minister for Lands: That is all right.

Mr. HO6AR: That does not suit me. I
like to know where I hm with people. The
early settlement history of the State should
convince qny person, no matter to what
Party he belongs, that he must paty careful
attention to ,any programme designed to

setepeople on the land. The trouble is
that there never has been, so far as I know,
any exact knowledge obtained as to how
oversen markets can absorb our produce.
That is something which has never been
really ascertained. No investigation that
I know of has ever been made within the
State to ascertain whether our already alien-
ated lands are producing all that they are
capable of producing 'and are carrying the
population which they should carry. As long
as I have been in the State, people have
been crying out for carefully thought out
schemes laying down principles upon which
it is safe to base our rural policy.

'Members know as well as I do that we
have such a set of principles today. I refer
to the monumecntal work, as I call it, of the
Rur~kJ Reconstruction Commission. This
Comis.sion, during its jourpeying through-
out the whole df the Commonwealth, took
evidence from abouit 800 witnesses. As a
result of its deliberations and recommenda-
tions, a set of rcporth has been published
for guidance in land settlement projects in
Australia. These arc really text hooks and
should ibe ava-flabic for returned soldiers
devsiing to settle on the land. Some of them
are "Land U'tilisation and Farm Settl-
ment,"~ "Finnncial and Eonomic Reconstruc-
tion of Farms," "Rural Credit," "Farming
Efficiency and Costs," "Rural Amenities,"
"Irrigation and Water Sevie and "Rural
Landl Tenuire and Valuation."

As I say, I regard these 'as text books for
the future. They are important in that they
provide a base on which the structure of our
rural life may be built in the future. Their
value cannot be over-estimated and they arc
a compliment to the Labour Government
which initiated the inquiry. In moy opin-
ion they are also a personatl triumph for
tlhc Leader of the Opposition, who we know
was closely associated with all phases of the
Inquiry. With such a set of principles
before uts, itis our own fiult if we make a
blunder~ this time. Much of what the mem-
ber for Mt. MAlrshall said tonight is per-
fectly true. The Government has a choice
of two'courses, in my opinion, in regard to
anuy further land settlement scheme for the
State. One is to make further inroads into
our Crow n lands.

Mr. Leslie: The Government should do
that.

Mr. HOAR: I agree with that up to a
point, bat I would not go the whole way.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: There is not much
left.

Mr. HOAR: Crown lands are limited with
particular reference to forest areas. Never-
theless, we have Crown lanma which in the
course of time, and after careful investiga-
tion has been made, could be thrown open
for settlemen t. I know of one such area call ed
the Tote River area, or Seaton floss area.
I have already discussed this matter with the
Minister and with Mr. Fyfe, but because
of the need to prove the possibilities of
the areaL before expending a large sum of
money on it, some two or three years must
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elapse before the area can be settled. There
is another area of land situated on the
Nannup-road. It is bounlded by large
streams and could possibly be cut up into
areas of 100 acres, perhaps a small area
but sufficient to provide living spate and
farming opportunities for several hundred
families and they could all have a quarter-
mile frontage to at river.

Whilst these proposals are possible, we
should bear in mind the fact, wbieh I
believe to be true, that all of the alienated
land in the State is not being properly
used in the best interests of the State, nor
is it carrying the population it should. I
do not like the Minister's ebhice of making
further inroads into Crowa lands at present.
His alternative is to take his courage in
both hands and resume some of thle large
estates.

Mr. Leslie: 'What about convincing the
Commonwealth that its policy of insisting.,
on large areas-more than one manl can
cope with-is also wrong?

Mr. HOAR: Quite so. One must irst
study the economies of the proposition.

Mr. Leslie: You can only take what has
been done in the past. That is the cri-
terion.

Mr. HOAR: We still are up against the
prop!osit ion that, no matter how we argue,
there is ample land being held today that
was picked up for a son- in the early clays
and that is not being properly used.

Mr. Leslie: I agree with you.

Mr. HOAR: Having overcome the dimf.
eulty . of settling people on the already
vacant blocks, the Minister has the choice of
the alternatives which T have mentioned.
Hle knows as well as, I do that he cannot at
present make further inroads on Grown
land., hut I very much doubt whether this
Government will to any great extent resume
lend for settlement purposes. I doubt very
much whether it wvill, because if it did it
would be offending the wrong type of
people. The reason I feel along these lines
is that I remhember some months ago a new
association-the Soldier Settlers' Associa-
tion-was formed in this State and ap-
proached the 'Minister on this point, urging
the Government, through him, to speed up
the purchase of private properties, and
asking that immediate steps lie taken to
resume large holdings and to amend the

Closer Settlement Act to facilitate resup-
tion.

A few wveeks after that, a deputation
from this association again asked for an
amendment of the Closer Settlement Act
of 1945-this was on the 1st July-and
that immediate steps be taken to resume
large holdings for the purpose of soldier
settlement. :The Minister replied it was a
matter of Government policy and he would
refer the question to Cabinet. That was
41/ months ago. That is why I say I do not
believe this Government will do much in
that direction. I give the Oovernmugnt
credit for being sincere in wanting to put
Inca on the land; certainly I do. We all
want to do that, within reason. But the
introduction of legislation this session, be-
fore now, in eonnedtion with the resumption
of land, was far more important than to ask
this House to give consideration to a Bill
concerning tortfeasors.

The M inister for Lands:- That is all right!
When we are getting all the land required'
for soldier settlement, why resume any?

Mr. HOAR: The Mfinister knows quite
well that he is not satisfied; that he is not
getting enough land. His statements in the
Press, and I have Mheat here, make it clear
that he is not satisfied. Ile has said hie i-;
not being offered sufficient land fur purchase.

The Minister for Lands: -When 9

Mr. HOAR: The Minister has said it
repeatedly.

The M1inister for Lands: Read it out.

Mr. HOAR: Here is a, statemient. that ap-
peared in "The West Australian" on the
20th June of this year-

From reverted 'Rural Bank holdings, about
2,000 of which were on the bank 'a books in
1943, it appeared probable that not more than
200 farms would be obtained, most of them
being dairy farmns. It was mnainly by the
purchase or resumption of privately-owned
lands, therefore, that the supply of farms
could be obtained.

The M1inister has expresised himself along
those lines on other occasions, too.

The Minister for Lands: No.

Mr. HOAR: The Minister is not satisfied
with the -progress made in the purchase of
farms.

Mr. Leslie: We cannot get men on to the
farms that we have got. Why look for moreI
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Mr. HOAR: So upset is the Minister re-
garding his opportunities of settling men on
the land on purchased estates that he said it
would take four years to do it.

Mr. Triat: He does not work fast enough.
If we had an amendment of the Act, it would
be better.

Mr. BOAR;- If we cannot get sufficient
land by purchase and it is not advisable at
present to make further inroads into Crown
land, the only thing to do is to resume land
which is not properly used and which is not
catering for the proper number of people.

IMr. Leslie: You evidently did not hear me
when I said we cannot get men on to the
land we have.

Mr. HOAR: It is a wonder I did not hear
the hon. member!I I generally do. I am of
opinion that this Act should he amended. An
examination of its operations over the years
will show anybody that it has not produced
results. It sets out to do a j0) and does not
do it, and there is no doubt that some amend-
ment is necessary unless we are merely to
give lip-service to an ideal without following
it by executive action.

The Minister for Lands: Why did not
your Party do it when they were in power?.

Mr. HOAR: I do not know. But a few
weeks ago the Leader of the Opposition in-
troduced a Bill to amend the Closer Settle-
ment Act, and be gave an assurance that had
this Party been returned to power last
March, that would have been part of Gov-
ernment policy. I am certain neither the
Minister nor I, nor anybody else, will doubt
his word.

Ron. A. H. Panton:- We introduced a Bill
last year, and another place mutilated it.

Mr. HOAR: The central core of the
Closer Settlement Act is Subsection (3) of
Section 3, which reads-

Land shall be deemed unutilised within the
meaning of this Act, if the land, having re-
gard to its economic value, is not put to
reasonable use and its retention by the owner
is a hindrance to closer settlement, and can-
not be instilled.

The Minister for Lands: It is already on
the statute-book.

Mr. HOAR: That is our statute now.
Mr. Leslie: It is not worth a place in the

book.

Mr. HOAR: Of course not! The central
-core may' be all right hut, when there are

(1l1]

different meanings of the term "cland utilisa.-
tion," there is evasion of the Act all the
time. The Leader of the Opposition intend-
ed to alter that, but his Bill was ruled out
of order. -

Mr. Triat: You are educating the Minister
now all right!

Hon. A. R. 0. Hawke: Impossible!

Mr. HOAR: The fact is that so long as
Ave have'a Closer Settlement Act that does
nothing better than leave a loophole for
people to evade closer settlement or resump-
tion of land5 so long will we continue with
our present system of encouraging closer
settlement in those areas that do not affect
the big man. That is a blunt statement, and
it is true. The history of this State proves
that all closer settlement projects of the
past have been limited to those of a group
character, such as Pemberton, Northeliffe
and further south; but no real attempt has
been made to investigate whether other areas
of land are being properly utilised, many of
which were taken up by one man and, in
some instances, by a family, some years ago,
perhaps with the idea of ultimately sub-.
dividingf the land for speculative purposes
or perhaps from some other desire, such as a
craving for possession. I know that people
control and own such land and do not use it
as it should be used. Not all this land is
being put to the best advantage, and not all
of it is producing what it could produce,
or carrying the number of people that could
conveniently he carried.N

If we are going to do any good with
soldier settlement, the Minister must knuckle
down to this problem- It is a big one and
he wi:l need a fair amount of courage in
handling it, because he will tread on the toes
of a lot of people. There is no justification
at all for any Government-never mind
what its political colour-to preach a policy
of closer settlement in the fond hope that
people will believe something useful is being
achieved when all the time the machinery
clauses of the Act arc welt nigh ineffective.
I admit that we approved of closer settle-
ment to the point where we encouraged
people to go to isolated places like North-
cliffe :and Walpole, and bear the lack of
social amenities as best they could, in the
fond hope that nobody would know anything
about them because they were far from
civilisation. That is thc sort of support we
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have given to closer settlement ideas and we
call that opening up the country.

History proves that the experiments have
been confined to that kind entirely, and no
attempt has been made to determine
whether larger estates are producing the
requirements of the State or carrying all
the people possible. I think it would ho
unwise for the Government to consider
any further inroads being mnade into
our rapidly diminishing forest areas.
Until the Government has miade a thorough
investigation into the whole of our alienated
lands to determine whether they are being
used in a manner conducive towearrying the
largest possible population and producing
the greatest amount that can be produced,
it will not have done its full duty, because
these matters arc of vital importance to any
further land settlement of this State. The
fact that all wealth comes from the land im-
poses, in my opinion, a special obligation
and trust on those who direct the develop-
ment of our land resources. Any Government
fadling to acknowledge the need for amend-
ment of the Closer Settl6ment Act, to pro-
v'ide further settlement in some of our al-
ready settled arelas, and the better utilisatioa
of our land resources is failing in the trust
reposed in it.

I shall look with a great deal of interest
to any contribution this Government may
care to make in this direction, as it is a
matter of great importance to the State.
We do not want a Government which leads
the people up the garden path for any par-
ticular advantage it may gain, but one with
a fair amount of courage to do what it
thinks should be done, and not emulate the
great contortionist who sat on a high fence
with both ears to the ground. We want
people who are prepared to make decisions
and put up with the consequences when they
next face the electors. I am satisfied that
in the eight months this Government has
been in office it has not done very much
-worth while, In the matter of land settle-
ment, it has only followed in the footsteps
of its predecessor, and has offered nothing
new.

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 11.53 p.

Tuesday, 25th November, 1047.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION.

SERVICEMEN'S LAND SETTLEMENT.

-As to Ben Ord Estate Cant rec._

Hon. A. L. LOTON (on notice) asked
the Honorary Minister:.

(1) What contracts have been let by the
War Service Land Settlement Board for
clearing on the Ben Ord estate?7

(2) What was the contract price per acre
for-

(a) knocking down,
(b) burning up,
(c) combined price for (a) and (b)?

(3) What was, the percentage payment
agreed on or paid for knocking dlown in
question .(2) (c)9?

(4) Was any penalty clause for non-
completion of contracts inserted in the above
contracts? If so, what are the conditions of
the penalty clause?


